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THE  PROVINCIAL  SITUATION 


Discussed  in  an  Open  Letter  to  the  People 

by  Hon.  Jannes  Dunsmuir, 

Premier. 


To  the  Ptople  of  British  Columbia: 

lu  view  of  llic  p.^rsistvut  criticism  in 
tht'  l>r(*s  and  at  iniblic  inoi'tinK'*.  an.l  tho 
dct.'i-mineil  >  (Toit  tliat  lias  beon  made  to 
def»'at  rlu"  f,'.>v.inini'nt  for  reasons  that 
vaunot  be  jiietiiicd  on  ground.s  of  public 
I>oli''.v,  1  have  decided  to  hiy  my  views 
fran!  ly  and  fully  before  the  publie.  The 
folio-win;,'  -tatcincnt  is  an  cxidanation 
of  my  .iKisition  ami  of  the  policy  of  the 
administration,  and  diirinc  the  campaign 
to  follow  there  will  be  an  opportunity 
(.11  tile  platform  to  pj  more  fnlly  into 
details: 

It    is    w.'ll     l<nowu     that     the    present 
political  situation  has  arisen  almost  en- 
tirely   out    of    the    railway    nesrotiatious 
of  last  fr.-      -on.     Whatever  else  may  be 
said   about   me.   nobody    will   accuse   me 
jf  seeking'  the  position  of  Premier.  When 
calleil    upon     I    acctn)ted    simply    on    the 
grounds  that  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  brim; 
about    a    more    scttlej   and    satisfactory 
state   of   affairs,    and    I    had    asiiiirancee 
from    men      representing    all    shades    of 
opinion   that   they   would    supiwrt   me   in 
that   effort.      Since    the    present   trouble 
began    I    woiild   willingly   have  resigiied 
had    I    seen    any    likelihood   of   a    union 
of  parties  in   the  Iloase  inidi-r  someone 
else  able  to  form  a  stable  governmeut. 
My  own   business  is  sullicient  to  occupy 
all   my   time   and   there  can  tie   no   per- 
sonal  advantage  to  me  in  remaining   in 
office. 

I  am  accused  of  joining  forces  with 
Mr.  Martin  and  being  dictatod  in  my 
policy      by    that   geutlemnn,    who,    it    is 


(■..nti'iid'd.    ha\inu'.     as     >h'.wii     by     the 
last  gi'neral   election,   lost  the  confidence 
i.f  the  country,  is  not  iiualili'"*!  to  advise 
or   assist   the   govcnininnt.      I    shall    ex- 
plain    how    that     gentleman    ami    other 
iiicinbers  of  the  Opposition  came  to  sup- 
port   me;   hut  just    here    I    wish    to   say 
absolutely    that    neither    myself   nor   th« 
government  have  been  dinM;ted  by  Ihem 
in  any  matters  of  policy  or  aihninistra- 
tion    whatsoever.       Notwithstanding    all 
that  has  ^een  said  about  an  'unholy  al- 
liance'  for  the  ])urpo^,>  of  defeating  the 
v.,  V.  &  E.,  Mr.  Martin  neither  framed 
nor  had  he  anything  to  do  wilh   framing 
tbe  government  railway  policy  and  never 
saw    the    railway    bill    of    last    session 
until  on  the  day   it  was  laid  before  the 
House. 

TiiK  uAii.wAY  ari:sTi<»> 

Thar  measure,  I  may  add,  was  fram- 
ed in  accordance  with  what  the  the  gov- 
ernment thought  was  the  e\presse<l  and 
well  understood  wishes  of  the  people  in 
regard  to  the  measure  of  control  the 
government  should  exerci.se  over  rail- 
ways assisted  by  the  province,  j-.nd  what 
they  believed  to  be  eound  public  poli<'y. 
The  conditions  were  such  as  I  was 
wining,  as  a  private  individual  in  pro- 
moting the  exten-sion  of  the  E.  &  N. 
railway  north,  to  accept;  and  were  con- 

illt:ou;ii     ll|">ll     iiii-    •■(i-'ii''"r.U;viri     wr     irii 

WO  were  entitled  to  on  the  part  of  the 
Dominion  government.  If  no  railways 
have  been  undertak-n  under  the  legisla- 
tior   of   last  session    it   was  because  we 


liav  iKit  yet  riTi-iv..]  tluit  co-iippralion. 
Our  jMilicy  WHM  BtiirWy  in  lin.'  witn  tlif 
rfi)rc«ciitiilioii>i  w.'  inrulr'  to  '>ttiiw;i  liy 
IrttiT,  mill  l)y  ptTKOnnl  intt'rview  Ix'fore 
the  v.,  V.  &  K  oiiipau.v  ever  caiiio 
fi,rw:ii-ii  >villi  tlii'ir  proiiositioii  ;it  nil. 
It  was  siati''l  to  t!ir  IOTf«-iitiv<>,  nicl  it 
will  not  now  111'  ili'iilcil  Hint,  with  ttu- 
i-xc'ptiou  of  »»  mill's  at  f;i'-li  end,  the 
buil'linc  of  till'  iiHiiii  liiH-  of  tin'  V..  V. 
it  K.  over  llio  H"])"  Mountnin  (Ii>pr'n(i'>il 
upon  receiving  the  Dominion  siih'^iily 
in    additioD. 

Ill  r.oisi.lcriiitr  the  cost  of  niilwuy 
rnn>i  r  'ftiiiii  ill  thi'i  |iroviiiri'.  iiiiil  tin-  lui- 
rl..v.  lopi-,1  stiiti-  of  tho  coiiutry.  I  p'-r- 
■onaDy  would  not,  an'l  no  othor  person 
oi-  (-..iiiiMiiy  woil.l.  11, ink  "f  biiiMiiiL- 
linos  of  r.'iiUvny  sn<  li  as  wci'o  <-oiitcm- 
plat'd  into  new  district-^  witlioiit  fiirtlu'r 
aid  than  tho  proviiioi-  can  afford  to  ^:'\^''^■ 
Wt'  ran  grant  laudi»,  it  is  true,  loit 
I'vcryiiody  knows  the  hw  and  I'vy, 
whi'ther  richt  or  wn^n?,  that  has  ln-eii 
raisid  a^raiiist  .such  a  policy.  Without 
tho  minerals  and  timber  a.o  well,  which, 
of  course,  would  b"  out  of  the  (picfi- 
tioM,  no  company  would  want  laml,  un- 
le-^s  that  land  included  the  best  and 
most  arable  tracts  rccpiircd  for  pur- 
poses of  settlement.  Tho  government  is 
pri-imred  to  consider  iny  smdi  proposi- 
tions provided  always  that  the  public 
interest*;  are  pro])erIy  s.'i  fcLMiarded.  flud 
tliat  thfy  ari'  in  accordance  with  our 
general  policy. 

DITV  OF  THE  DOMINION 
The  jiosition  tlii^  L'ov.'rnmcnt  has 
takpn  is  that  owing  to  the  large  revenues 
derived  from  Rritish  Columbia  the  Do- 
minion sihould.  and  is  in  duty  bound  to 
assist  in  railway  building  in  this  prov- 
ince in  at  least  the  ratio  of  two  to  one: 
and  that  when  the  province  gives  aid  to 
railway  c-.niiei  ■!!.  s  there  tshonM  be  a 
m.'asnre  of  control  and  a  fair  return 
ill  nioii.y-  !"!■  t!ie  .-lid  and  inivi'.e-e., 
panted.  It  is  said  the  conditions  the 
government  imposed  were  too  severe; 
but  it  !n!!--t  bi.  renii-nilicred  that  sub- 
stantial aid  was  expected  from  Ottawa; 
and  in  our  representations  we  offered  to 
modify  our  policy  in  any  reasonabli^  way 
confonnable  with  the  Tlew«  of  the  itov- 
erument  there   in   order  to  secure  its  co- 


operation. The  public  niiiHt  unili>rstand 
that  with  our  limiteil  financial  resources, 
and  with  so  mu  h  of  our  revenues 
alienated  to  the  Dominion,  this  or  any 
other  government  wonM  bankrupt  the 
provin.-e  if  it  nided  all  the  railways  pro- 
po-'d  and  got  nothing  from  them  in  re- 
turn. I'fw  pe..j,l,.  realize  that  about 
four  times  the  amount  of  revenue  goes 
to  f)tt:iw;i  fro. II  Ur:!isli  r,,luinbi;i  tliat 
is  received  from  all  so'irce«  in  the  prov- 
ince by  the  Provincial  Treasury,  and 
we  only  get  a  littl-  over  one-third  back 
in  the  way  of  subsiilies  and  appro|iria- 
tions.  How  tlien  are  we  to  build  ail 
the  railways,  bonus  shipbuilding  and 
ojicn  up  and  dcvel.ii.  ai;  the  immense 
country  tha'.  is  promised  by  our  oppon- 
,.iil.  if  111.'  Terms  of  riiion  are  imt 
to  be  readjusted,  and  we  ar»  not  to 
,.,  reive    ;i    11111.  li    :,irL'e-    -li:i!e   of   what    we 

contribute  to  thf    Domii.ion. 

My  iiolicy  !i:i.l  that  of  this  gov- 
ernment has  been  and  is.  iK)t  only  to 
org"  oe,  the  Dominion  government  to 
r.lieve  us  from  Oriental  immii-'ration, 
but  to  take  up  the  burden  of  railway 
and  shipbuilding,  and  fishery  develop- 
,„,.„t.  ..1  .i:.;mI  0-  l.n.  k  -e,  I,  a  s|,;ne  of 
our  contributions  as  will  enable  the 
jieoiile  of  the  province  to  do  it  for  them- 
selves. With  a  population  the  smallest 
of  all  the  provinces,  British  Columbia 
is  the  iirovince  that  has  done  the  most 
for  Canada.  It  has  in  r;(i  years  paid 
to  the  Dominion  .Sir..«»<lf'.<»'*>  w>vc  than 
it  has  g,)t  back.  During  the  same 
.period  the  debt  of  the  whole  of  the  Do- 
minion has  been  il^jreased  by  over  $125.- 
(KMMMK).  What  do'  th*>so  facts  prove  if 
not  the  correctness  of  our  contention? 
Impressed  with  the  great  weight  of  cir- 
cuni«itaiices  against  us  under  siuh  an 
arran:.-ement  .'is  at  present  exists,  we 
h.ive  renewed  the  c.irr.-^iiondence 
with  the  Domini. >!i  on  th--  -subject, 
pointing  out  clearly  that  owim:  tw  the 
peculiar  phy-ic;il  conditions  of  the  prov- 
j„,.,,__the  greatly  incre-a'^ed  cost  of  ad- 
ministration   as    compared      WitJi    other 

]ir.ivin.-e--  Mlir,-e  IMiie^  -re:i  i  er .-- oieiei 
the  Terms  of  I'nion  it  's  ditricult  if  not 
impossible  to  maintain  an  equilibrium 
Jietwe.n  revenue  and  expenditure.  We 
have    asked    foj    a    convention   .between 
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vh-  two  KovprnniPTits  to  revi.'W  tlw  wlit.le 
farts  ..f  the  'aHP  .uwl  by  «  fnir,  open 
.md  imparti;.!  iuvJ-iigation  anivo  nt  a 
rt'adjustnii'Dt. 

I,     \i    .:,^,!       thr      u'HV.Tiiinciit     h;is    n  > 
,^,1ht.      I    am    williiij;    that    the    people 
,ho.ihl    sav    whether    such    a    poliey.    so 
far   UH    the   (levelxpinent   of    the   eouiitry 
,s  eoiHcrm-'l,  will  not  conn<are  with  the 
l,„liey  of  any  other  piil-lic  man  who  has 
Mated  his  views.     1  am  wil^nK  that  the 
wh.  le   poli<>y    of   the   Bovernineiit.    as    I 
-hall  ontliih-  it,  xhoul.l  l.e  pl^M-ecl  sWp  by 
,i(le  for  comparison.  The  financial  !.itna- 
lion  from  the  point  of  vicw   ns  between 
the    pro\inee    aii.l    the    Dominion    must 
be   faced   now   or   at   some   future   time. 
1  ask,  in  all  fairness,  if  these  are  facts, 
who  is  entitles!  t..  the  credit   for  h.Hie».t- 
ly    ptrivinK,    by    makinj;    rcprcsontiitions 
to    the   Kovornmeut    at    Ottawa,    to    im- 
prove   the    finances   and    to    secure    the 
d.-vlopnieiit    of    the    rN)untryV      If    any 
other  government   were  iu  ixiwer  tomor- 
row   it    would    find    it    could    not    make 
bricks  without  straw  any  more  than  wo 
.•an.     So  ions  as   I  am  rreinier,  I  shall 
not   dtipart    in    the  sma'.lcst   decree   from 
the  iHKsition  we  have  taken   in  demand- 
inK    of    the    Dominion    noverunient    that 
we  shall  at  lea*^t  have  our  cause  iuvesti- 
Kated  and  our  claims,    if    well    founded, 
recinguized. 

A  RETHOSPKCT 
Now    then.    1    cine    to    my    i.osition    in 
rciz^ird    to    Mr.    Martin.    La^t    session,    as 
•verybodY    knows,    when      the      govcru- 
mcnfs  policy  in  re^rard  to  railways  was 
beinj:  foi-mu!ited,   and   after  it  had  been 
siibmilted     to    the    House.       tremendous 
pressnre    was   bruiisht    to   bear   on    us   to 
accept   the   proposition   submitt.'d  by   the 
V.  V.  &  K.     I  i<hall  not  refer  to  the  na- 
ture   of    the    Hiitatioii    or    to    those    whv 
pronu.t.d  it.     Tho  'ry   was  for  competi- 
tion   i>!    rai!-vays   and    nsainst    the   C.    V. 
K.      Owins:   to   tae   attitude  of   a   number 
,,f   Ih.-  supporters  of   thd   >.'overnmeiit    o'l 
ihr    ,|nc-tion.    a    crisis    was   created.      A 

ulir'on  on  ali  sides  an.l  •.ninors  were 
tlu.U  about  the  ilownfuU  of  the  govern- 
ment.     No    other   jov  ■rnnient    in    Rrit:-;! 


Columbia    possibly   ever 


had 


l.tc-surc  broimht  to  b.  ar  on  it  at  anyone 
t,me  as  was  brouuhi  to  bei.r  on  the  Rov- 
errment    ln'>t    year   to    accede    to    terms. 
whi.h  practically  meant  the  exclusLm  of 
1,11    rompefition    «o    f:v    «''    «»"'    »'>''1'""K 
of  the  r.iast-Kootrnay  line  was  coiieeni- 
,,1       We    were    practically    held    up    and 
with  a  cnn  to  our  heads  asked  to  surren- 
,|,.r    or    submit    to    defeat.       Hocause    we 
tetnscl  tot",  held  up  in  that  fashion,  the 
K„vernmcnt   has  been  denoun.  cd  as  tools 
of  the  C.  V.   U.     So  far  In-m  onr  beins 
t'ed    down    to    tliat    c.rporation    or    con- 
lr.,;,ed    bv    its   intiuence,    I    will   just   say 
t>,.,'t   the   V.   V.   &    K.   wonld  have   i:ot    the 
Kubsi.iv    had    the    company    a-.-epted    the 
,„„,li,ions  laid  down  in  the. \ct,  and  they 
know    it.      Moreover,    if    they    had    been 
Mil'inu'  to  build   the   whole  line  over  tlie 
Hope    mountain    the    u'overnment    would 
have    willinmy    met    them     and     assi«>ted 
them.        riiat    company    would      not      ho 
a;;ree.      They    wanted    to    ))e    allowed  ^t  . 
i.'ild    the    30    miies    nt    each    end    nn-l-r 
the  frms  of  the   Act   and  earn  the  sub- 
si,ly  for  the  (K1  miles.     In  that  case  they 
we're    willintr    to    wait    forever,    if    neces- 
sarv     to    j;et    the    Df.minion   snb-^idy.      Is 
there    n    man    in    lUitish    Columbia    wlo 
h;,s  th-  hardihood  to  say  'he  v'overnme,,* 
should  have  entered  into  such  an   ai-'re.- 
meutV     It  was  at  that  time  I  learned  of 
a   luov.^m.  nt    anions   certain   members   of 
'the    House,    includins    some    of    my    sup- 
porters    to   defeat   the   coTernment.   This 
,i,av  be  deuie  1.  as  it  has  been,  but   I  had 
verv    V'ood   evidence  of   it,    which   even    i- 
„„t'  wantin..'    in    the      .lournnls      of      the 
H„us..-  an.l  lia.l  the  opposition  then  join- 
ed hau'ds  with  the  defe.'ted  eh^ment   and 
the  lubpendenfs.  the  povernment   would 
iin.loubtedly  have  been  defeated.     1 1  was 
„,    thi.    critical    time    vhat    the    members 
of    tlie    opposition,    who    declared    them- 
:.,.lvc'^  in   accord   with   the  railway  policy 
of    the    government,    volunteered      thi^ir 
Mippott.   and   I   was   very  dad  to  Ket  it. 
\s  ii  couse.inencr  the  iilans  to  defeat  w' 
ili.l   „„t    mature.     1   may  have  been  uns- 
taken   in  the  course   I   pursne.l,   and   ev.  „ 
lis   to    the  events    wh'.ch    inilu.-need    ue 
•nnl    I    take    upon    myself   the   entire    re- 
sponsibilit.v-bnt    I    felt    that    I    was   en- 
filling'  one   of  the   vacant   port- 


h       titled,    in 


-/•> 


XlM^'t 


....,«,    to    rcojciii/.i-    llic    sHIil>«lt    '.f    thr 
■  ,l,i...Hiiioii   at    a   criticiil   lini. .   l-y   s.'Ir.i- 
iii«  Mr.  Hiowii.     As  I  havf  f«.ii>l.  I  iiiiy 
I,  ivc  uiuili-  a  mi't.ikf,  but  wliftli-r  ritfiit 
.,r    wr.pii/.    I    arti'il,   not    n«   ii   i."l"'"'i""' 
l..ll.iil.s.   iMlt    at    IfHsl   ill    a    ":i>    l)i:i'    i>l>- 
I.chumI    to    iiiv    to    ]<i-    !•i^:llt.      M.-ii    who 
.oniiiiaiii  alH.iil   -Mr.  Mariiii  <  oniinn  ovt 
'  .   rill-  (!ovcriimciit   iiiift    not    forKct   tin- 
HI. 11   wlni  wfri-  willing  to  fo  over  to  tlit- 
oppoHilioii  iiihI  Ill:l^^|•  a   ii''W   .l.-.il.     I   was 
srry   Sony,   lU'l.  ■  .1,  to  sc'   Mr.   M.-Uri.lc, 
wl.o    h;i(l'  1"'  n    .1    lift-loii;;    iio!iti<-al^  oj.- 
l,..ii.  lit   of   M:.   r>ro«ii,  l.-avc  tin-  caliiii'-'. 
iiii'l    r    -nil    ln'ii''V.'   Ill-    reasons    WiTc    iii- 
><ilM|i'ii'lit. 

Tin:     VACAMIKS 

Th.-  ;;uv.ri,iii'iit  ha-  !i<'<'h  M;nn.-.l  for 
,na(  tioii,  aii.l  for  not  hriu.-iiu'  on  thr 
l.y-rlcctiou  in  \inori.i  mill  n'.lin;;  the 
vacant  iiortfolios;  hiil  cv.  n  in  that  tlurr 
l>  notliin;-'  so  iiinisiial  ■  r  nnprr  i  .jiMili  .1 
cilliiT  in  Dominion  or  I'loMnrial  ]ioIi- 
tii's.      Tlu-    K'uvfiioncnt     lim-;       hi'       lin' 

jlhl^i'    of    till'    lll■^t    tillli'    ill    Ulll'll    to   ni  ll>'' 

it-   own    ;inan-'i'ii!'  ■  '-   ami    to  il.-!iiii'    tlir 
pnli.y    iiiM.n    wliir        111-    I'li'i-tioiis    ari'    to 
t„.   li,>',il,      I    havi'   U'il   lii^it    a   .li'ti'i miiii'.l 
clfort    w.is  Lciiiu'  niMilr  !■•  l:.Ko  a<lvalilai;i' 
of  the  iiolitiral  silnalioii   an.l   by  pri— in;; 
;ni    rUMtioii    t"    il.'tVat     tin-    tovrrmiifnl. 
l'"or  this    imip"-'-   oiu-    iio-ilmn    has    hrni 
ini-rcpn-.'nti'il    in    rvcry     way    iiossihlo. 
Whi'ii   tho  ivi'itions   wen-  In  hi   I    wantnl. 
:is  Iraihr  of   the  :;o\  mimriit,   to  hf  ill   a 
)io-iti(iii  lo   l.iy   .1  .l.'tinit.'   luo-.'r.iniiiu'  h.- 
idr.'   till'   liorlor-   iiiioii    wlmii    all    fiiniior 
supporters  of  thi>  ^mvoriiim  nt   ami   ninn- 
bcrs    of     tin'    h'k'isl.itiirt'    ooiihi      iiniti— a 
IM'arliial.     lpn-inr.---i;ki'     iiro^'raniiin'. 

Tht'    il'fi'al    of    thi'   ;.-ovi'rnini'iit    ran'li- 
■  lato  in  \'ii-!oria   wouM.   I   h.ivi'  no  .hoiht. 
Ill-    rciiar^li'il    hy   ni.iny    a-   l.inlainoniit    to 
a  ih'fi  at  of  tin-  ^.-ovi'rnim'nt,  anil  wiihont 
thi>    poliiy     .niil    ln!t'i!!i"n    of    tho    latter 
li.'Uii,'    fii'ly     Known,    ilofcat    in     Victoria 
W'Mlhl    he    vc'l-y    iH-oh.il.o".    hilt     if.    oil    the 
othrr  haiiil.  our  iiositioii  ami  iiolicy  were 
vm  11   a-  lo  jo.-.ii.,    iM'    '■•  ■■'.'    ......   'i-'s  "V 

<'iirrcil,  an.l  sum  tliat.  ap.'irt  from  my 
porsomi'.  (onrso  in  askiii;:  Mr.  Hrown  to 
take  a  seat  in  the  pihinet.  that  oonW  be 
ilofendeii.  ami  approved  by  all.  I  feel  that 


the    govoriiiiieiit    ha-*    iiurHin"!    a       win*- 
(oiMSf  ill  not  iiiakiiiK  haste  t..o  iiun  kly. 
It  may  bo  iissuimil  that   if   I   hail  not   iii- 
vileil   Mr.   Urowii  to  join  the  Koverniimnt 
it    I'oiill    have    coiiiiteil    on    a    \nTic    iii.i- 
joiity   in   tlic  next  nu-etiii.'  of   the   leuis- 
laitire.  nu<l.  therefore,  if  our  iiro«riuiime 
IS  now  Kiieh  as  to  wiirraiil  mipport  on  ltn 
iiieritw,  niiythin^'  that  iiiiylit  be  retfarilo'l 
as  a   t.Tctieil  mistake  of  my  own  in   ••i- 
Caril    to    the    personnel    of    the    eabiiiet, 
coiihl  not  be  n  sullliieiit  ■•ins,,  for  b.iir.;- 
insr  on   n   new   eloetiou   an  i   iiliin;:ii'({  the 
loiiiiiry    into    poliliial    ili.ios    a;,'aiii,    .-inl 
ili;it.    too.    h.'iore    a    reilistrihution    bill 
coulil    be   pas-eil,    le.iviii/    the   i  o'.llltry    III- 
ei|niiab!y    repn-si  iited      for      four     years 
more. 

HKASoxs  Kon  nni.vy 

111  the   li.-t   place,   tlie  jrovi'miiien t  h  nl 
umhitaken     ,i     mo-t     important     matter, 
tlie   survey      of    the    ( 'o.i-t-Kootenay    lili" 
over     Hope  mniin'ain.   ami   we   wtinteil  a 
ri'iHirt    a-    to  the   feasibility    ami   cost    of 
,haf     line.       Hon.     W.     C     Wells,     eliief 
commi--ioiiei-,    MS   siM.n    a-   he   receivdi    a 
pie:iniinary    rejiort    from    N'r.    Dewihiey. 
went     East     to    take    up    the    subject     ■>" 
conimniH  alion    into    that    country    with 
the    several    I'ailway    eonipttiiies    ami   the 
Ilominii'ii    i;iivernment ;    also   the    -iibject 
of    the    (':ni;iiii:in    Northern,    which    will 
soon    rcai-h    the    Hc'ickv    mountains,    ami 
eoncerniiiL:    which     we    are    carrylni;    on 
iieiiotialiotis   at  the  present   time.     Vpon 
his   retuin   Mr.   rreiitico   hail   k'""''   I'-ast. 
:in.l   the   Christmas   lioliiiavs  intervcnini:. 
t!ie    Tiiatti'is    for   consideration    ci'  .Id    not 
he    fn'ly   ihcidi'il    upon.      \Ve    ha\<'    sine 
been    iliscnssim:    and    foi'iiuilatin);    pl.ui- 
on   several    m-.st    impnrt.'int   subjects   pn- 
liminary  to  the  e'edions  beinj,'  held,  and 
the    nii'i'tinL-   of   the    Hoii-e,    ami    we   are 
now    iircp.-u-eil    to    submit    them    lo      the 
country. 

THi:     «OVKIl\MH\rS     IIAILWAV 
POMCY 

'ri,,.  i....!i..r  :!.!..!re-si'il  to  Sir  Wilfriil 
I.aurier.  uuiies  of  which  have  been  sent 
to  the  sever, I'l  -eiialors  and  representa- 
Ines  of  the  Dominion  House  of  Com- 
mons from  the  jirovim  e.  askiu?  for  theii' 


iH>.nr..>ntioi,  in  .uLvnx'  ".i-  •  !;.ini"  "■•  tlw 
>:,>v.rnn.rnt  :.t  <>M:nv,,,  Hrarly  ouilu..-. 
our  twMlion  in  nKiird  to  ritllwny  mn.t.-v^ 
nn.l    r.-vi.-WH    ll..'    "!>.>!.■    ...•«otintim,-    "f 

lnHt  jfiir. 

\s  iui  .MiM.st  (if  HMf  cU'siro.  now  thiit 
w,'.    h.Nv    a    .iHii.if    kn..«!..li:o    ..f      th- 
,„oih,s.m1    rout.-    via    II.-iM-    uiountaiii.    to 
■ifTMiM     .lir.Tt     ruMmiiuii'!\lioli       to       tUo 
BoM'h.rn     !nt..ri..r.     m.LI     in    onl.-r     that 
i.„„,Mti'ion    in.y   >»■    t,...int:.in.'.J   without 
.IW.Timinatio..    to   railway    UxWrcMf^.    th- 
^...vcrninri.t    l-as  lua.lo  ..  proposal  to  join 
,,  ,,„K  with  111-  Domini -M  •.-ovornTn-nt  to 
!,„il,)   ihr    lin.-   ov.r   th.'    Hop"   ""oui.tain 
i,„„    ,„..    Simi;kau,..,.n.    m-    a    jou.t    irov- 
..rnn,..nt    nn.l  Ttakini.',    an.l    i-'iv.-   nil    ra.l- 
„..,v^     full     -ma     r.iual     ninnnitr    jm.w.ts 
.....'r  it    upon   ort.in  l-rn.-.   th.  ^  nn..  a. 
i,    ,„o,.os".|    in    th.'    cn^o    of      lln-    N.'W 
\V..<tn.in<t.r    hri.k-.       rh'-'       wouhl.    of 
.•,.„rM'.  .1.'P<'"-1  npon   tnakinir  snital.'.o  ar- 
,..,nL,..,n,MH^  Willi  Ih-    C.   r.   It.  an,l  'h"  ^. 
V    .V,-    ]■:.   to   ns,.  it   wh.-n   b'ii!t.    In  so  do- 
inu'.    I    hav.'   Ktipnhit.Ml    that    it    i"    not   to 
I...  r..i.'Mr.l.'l  as  a  prer.-il.'nt  for  or  as-'ain^f 
th..  a^-wr.u  iirincipa!  of  u-ovcnitncnt  oun- 
,...1,;,,.  so  far  as  the  provinro  in  .oncom- 
!■<].  or  as  applipali'i-  to  oihiT  roa<ls  nn.l.T 
,-..li.i,l.Tati..ii;   liu!    <ini;>"..v    as   n    i,rop..s:,l 
|t,:it   mii-'ht    wis-ly   ho   adopt,.,]   in    .■.   sp.- 
cial  caso    nn.l    nniU-r   p.'fiiliar   p.oi.Iitions. 

'I'll,,   prov aI..M,>   r,.n!.l   n.-t.    nor   ,!o   I 

l„.:;,.v..  it  is  th..  hnsin..<s  of  !lu'  provin>'.' 
•...  mi.l.-rfilo'  th,.  hiiihlin;:  of  railways  on 
It-  ou  n  li.'lia'f.  hnt  s,,  f;ir  as  this  p:uti.'ii- 
hir  lin.'  i~  cHi.iTn,..!.  where  soni.'  "W 
.'..nipnnv  nin-t  1.,-  snh<:.liz.'.l  to  the  ex.  Li- 
vl,,ii  „f"nll  othiT  lin.-s.  l.y  th.'  Domini,. n 
.•in.l  t!i.'  rr.iviuc,.  niiiiinu'  ..m  a  .■,rt:.iii 
, livisM.il  of  .-..st,  It  \v..ul.i  iifr,.r.l  tli.'  ...ni- 
petition  ilesireil  ami  pr.)vifl..  f.>r  all  tiin.' 
t,>  com.'  ni-'ainst  the  tra.h-  <,r  tli"  ,-..nntry 
1.,-iiii.'  niouopolizc'.l  liy  any  railway  cr- 
p.. rati. .11 

IMMIGHATION 

A„„thor  matter  of  the  fireatcst  po^si- 
hle  inipo"tan(^p  to  the  pi-,.v.nre  is  the  set- 
tlement of  the  iin..i-i-upie,l  Ian, Is  of  Hnt- 
is!i  C.liitnl.ia.  This  more  than  anything 
else  has  i.i-.iipi-.i  I  nti-  ..Ttrrif.;!::  -■•;  ■■  ::- 
executive.  While  there  are  lar-e  areas 
in  the  Interior,  uot  yet  reached  by  rail- 


Wiiys.   BUitilWe   for  ttettlem.-n'.   there    nr. 
:,t    the  Hiime   liin-^  ..onsiilei  al.le  tra.t-  of 
h,>lh  crown  Hii.J  private  Inu.l-.  in  the  .im 
,r„t-  ii.ljaeeut  t.>  exiMiiiK  lines  of  <  "Ui- 
mnni,ati..n,    «hi-»i    "re    var.uit    nn.l    un- 
pro.Itwt.v.       I    l.«'.i"ve    we    ohoul.l    first 
till   up  the  distri,t«  near  „nr  town-  rtn.J 
..it|e«   hefore    B"in.'    far   hn-\.      Th..    .lif- 
flrulty  we  flii'l  \»  uot  In  Kettinit  setlU-rs. 
because   in.iuirie«   i.re   iiutn.-rons,    hut    in 
locntiiu  th.-m.     The  Kovemiuent  h  >«  -l- 
vUo.l    a    ».h."n..    for    pla,  inz    tra.-ts      ,.f 
l.,n,l  fp.n,  l.'Mxi  acres  in  extent  npwanlK 
on  the  marh.t  f,.r  settl.'rs.  on  the  .'asiest 
,„,s^il.Ie  term-.      I   '■•"'...,?   ^>■ry   well  ..Ut- 
line  the   plan   l..'f..r.'  tli.'  m....tini;  .>f  the 
;o.'is!i.fnre    takes    place.    »,nt    n    hill    will 
l,.r  suhniitte.l   very  early   in  the  se-«ion. 
.•m,l  it   will  he  f,.un,l  pra.ticahle  nn.l  .-al- 
eulMte.l  to  "fTe.t  th-  settl..ni<.nt   on  small 
h..i<lin;.'s  of  thousaM.ls  of  farmers  m   the 
in,.-t    neressible    ilistrirts.      This    we    re- 
trirl   as   th.-  most   business-like  immiura- 
ti,.n    p,>:i,y   that    can   he   ii.h'pte.l.   an.l   in 
,,„,jnn.tion    with    th,'      Ac'-nt-CeneraVK 
„lll,e.   I,,.i;.l..n.   wlil   re-.ilt   in  u'r.'at   '-'.v).l. 
N„   ain..unt    of   iulvertisini:   will   av.iil   if 
\v.-  have   11..  ,|.  linite   l..,-:iti..n   f,.r  s,.tll..rs 
wlH.n   t;...y   ai-iiv,..      Th.'   ::..^  .■rnn,-nt    has 
aln-a.!y    ma.!.'    arrai.;.'..n...nts    uilUt    ih.' 
presen't    I.an.l   A.t    f..r  tin-   sett:,.m.-nt   ..f 
twoeolonie-  ..n  tli-  C.a-t.  aiM  is  m.ikiiu 
urranseni.'nts    f..:-   .i   tha-.l 


nEDISTIlIHlTION 

Th.'    L".v,-riini..nt     i-,..r;.Mii7"s    aNo      th.- 
importanc   of   re.liMrihiition;  hut    i.-oy- 
,iiz..s  MS  of  stii;   -r.'at.r  imp..rtan.e  that 
wnen   a   measure   i^   n.trvlnce.l   it   sie.iiM 
he  as  fair  an.l  .•..mpr..h..nslve  as  p.>ssihie. 
I   ronten.l  tliat  in   a  pr,.vin..e  like  this,  it 
,s   .mp,.>sii:e    f..r   th,.   le.'isiiitnre    t..   -leal 
with    all    th..    .Utails    of    a    bill    without 
havim:   m.>i.'   information   than   is    ifr.>r.l- 
,al  bv  the  hare  .  ensus  returns.      Natural 
bonn'.lari.-s.   res.nirces  a.i.l   spe.-ia!   con.li- 
ti„ns   ,.f   ea.h    .listri.t    slmnM   be   ..onsiJ- 
ere.l.   an.l   havin-'   t!,is  i.i   view,   th.'   ;;ov- 
..nnnei.t    is  prepai.-.l    at    the   .  omiug  ses- 
,*i„n    to   .leal   with    th..   matter   in    a   way 
that    will    make    it    satisfa.tory      t..    all 
'...".rts  of  the  province.      In   the  way   pro- 
pose.,!,  all  se.ti.nis   will  be  consulted  an.J 
all   in'teiests  cunsi-ler..!,   so   that    when   a 


;„.  .Mil.  \*  -iil.ir.i'.!!.!  !h'  H""-<'  ".;1  '-•• 
.„  a  i.oMlmi.  to  ju.lK«  lut.-UiK.i.ily  lu.a 
:ict  accordiiiKly. 

ri...  ii..i..ori,l  .f  tUf  iiiH...  ..w.ierg 
..•ttitiK  r».rl!i  th.-ir  cri'-vunciH  hax  Ua.l 
tl.o  .•onMaiTalion  of  III.-  if..v.-inni('uf. 
Hixi  ttH  a  nun.-  ovsn.r  tny^^lf  I  .uitMrnlly 
Hvnii.!>thixo  witli  ih.-m  in  wl.ntrvi-r  .Ir- 
tfr.M-  the  I:i«>  tiiiiy  work  n  liiir.li«lui..  !>.•- 
,-;m--  lis  on.-  of  our  priiii-ilial  iiiduslri.-M.  It 
,l,.H.TV.-«  ;.ll  oi..  "iir:iK>-n..nt  imssit.li-  nml 
Hhould  !>■■  r.!i.-vr,l  of  .v.-rN  UM...-c(->«iKy 
r.«fru-li..t,.  Hon  .1.  11.  TMrn.-r  laM 
si'snian  jiinioiinr'"!  (i-<  Mim-fr  of 
Kiniim-.-  that  lb''  .i»'*!i""  "'  taxation  ii^ 
t\  wliolo  woiil.I  If  ilf'ilt  with  ill  a  >:<•"- 
-nil  act  f'T  whi<-li  informniiiiu  wouM 
bf  forthcoming  <liiriiiK  the  r»-Lii»9.     O"*' 

^ri,  ^     11..-    ...hii.;:iiimM    ..I    i-    t  lo'    .M.-i'l.-H- '■ 

of  th.-  two  p.-r  .cut.  U\  a-«  l"<'t-vi'(-n  liljfh 
iria<lf  ami   lou    Kra.l.'  ov-.     W'    n-'-'ti- 
iiid-  that   in  (•.-rlaiii   (■u-<»*s   iha!   may    li» 
im-.niitiiM-    Hn.l    wf-   an-   coiisi.l.MiiiK    its 
r.'aaju.-ttn.'iit  in  tlx-  prop"''''''  IPRislnlion. 
Miniii;;     i-     alTo.t.'.l     l.y    ni'-axiir.-*    botli 
I ».. minion  anl  Provincin;  in  tli.-ir  natnn-. 
anil  if  th.'  l>>iiiiiii.iii  snvcrinnciil  at   '•!- 
t4iwa    will    join    with    iw    wi'    an-   willing 
to  MiiriM-  to  a  j'.iiit   <'oiiiiiii«»sion  in   wliich 
nil  i.liasi.««  of  lh(.  inihistry  may  be  invfs- 
twatcil   ami    n-ix.rti-d    upon    at   oni-   timo. 
siiii*iirii.ni\«i 
Sliiribnihiini:,     th.-     .•nconi-nK'Hient     of 
whiih    is   of    vi'al    iuiportann-,    and    one 
wliH-h   was   the  siibji-i-t   of  sironR  ri-pre- 
■-•iitations  lo  Ottawii.  1  n-jjaril  a^  a  niat- 
t.T    bolonKintr    to    tht-    Dominion    rathi-r 
than  to  the  iiroviuo'.     AVt"  cannot  aiTonl 
a  system  of  boniisiiiL'  on  tli-'  s.alc  ueocs- 
•^ary,  if  wi>  rso  (l,->!r(Ml;   but  wr  will  co'J- 
tiuiu-   oiir    rppr>a(-iitation!«.    and    hope    if 
a    rouvrntioii    i>   arraii--'«-d    witli   tin-    I>o- 
uiiiiion    to    have   it    inch-d.'d    amonK    the 
Hirbj.'cts    to   b-    (halt    with.     The    prov- 
ineo   i-i    wilHiiK   to   do    \Ui   >liar.-.    and    at 
th(-  Inst   session   of  th.-   'ei::  latnrc  a   bill 
was  pr.^parpd  and  print. -d:  but  there  was 
n.it  timf  to  have  it  pasood. 

iiii;    rir.ssKH'r:- 

The  mail.r  of  the  control  an.l  de- 
velopment of  onr  fishtns  industry  is  still 
nns.niled,  but  in  the  meantime  wo  have 


npiHiinl.d  a  prarlwal  n.an  u,  i,ive,rtiK«t- 
t|,.»  i-onditiorw  of  li«li  bf  on  thm  '"»*U 
with  II  vi.-w  t..  th.-  better  propaication  of 
s.ib.DU  aiid  t!..'  .bv.lojmi.-nt  of  onr  flsh- 
,.r,..s  „s  a  whole.  V.'.-  believe  that  « 
man  whose  exiH-rbnee  ha«  ben  obtaln-d 
«nd  wl.o-M'  ..u...  ^-  at  an  '-xiM-rt  ha-  b-en 
demotwtrat.-d  on  this  C.>a«t  i.-«  l"-tl<  r 
quablb-.l  for  Kii.-h  work  than  *Hn.«  one 
ill  Ka-.t.-rn  Canada  or  <".rettt  Uritaii'. 
whos^  tli.ori.>s  are  no!  appli'-abl-  to  eon- 
ilitionx   here. 

<t)I.n   «»TOII*«iK 

riif.  Minister  of  Kinaiw.-  lian  under 
...nsideration  tlo'  n>'-'Htl"!i  of  .-old  stor- 
•ure  at  app'.iiable  to  stoek  iiiter<-«tH  of 
t|„.  Vpp.-r  Coun'ry,  and  it  i"  tliP  inten- 
tion to  eneouraB--  th..  .stahli-hment  of 
al.baloin*  at  som.-  pla..-  in  the  Interior 
wh-iM.y  the  annu:.l  lo---  durinir  wlnt'" 
that  oreurs  in  tin-  Krar.iiii.'  eountry  m«y 
().-  avoid. d  an.l   th-  hy-io-'"!'"''-'  ntilize<1. 


rnKi(;iiT  ii  \ti-.s 

■II,,.  u-ovrnm.  nt  has  b-en  able, 
through  a  joint  rommnwion.  to  arranR* 
with  the  (;.  P.  U.  for  a  v.-ry  material 
r.durtion  of  rat.t<  on  nL'riciiltural  pro- 
.lii.m  and  ofh.Twise  to  farilitate  traflio 
:urani.-m'nts  in  tlie  interests  of  farm- 
..|-.  .\  report  on  thi-*  subject  will  be 
loi-thcoiniiiR  at  th-'  m-xt  session. 
OTIIi:U    M\TTKnS 

In  niatt.-i-^  of  i l-makinc  and  pub- 
be-  work:^.  in  (^.lucntional  a(Tair«,  and  in 
many  other  r-spect^  the  novernment  has 
don.,  a  lariri-  amount  of  work.  Some 
of  the  chaii'-'cs  involv.d  may  not  have 
been  f.'i-  the  time  beinit  popular,  but 
ih.-v    were    rit:ht    and    necessary. 

.\iany  other  matters  hav.-  had  oar 
attention  ami  consideration,  but  I  hf>- 
li.ve  that  in  the  for- Roinir  I  have  out- 
lined a  sntliciently  couipreheuKive  and 
practical  programmo  for  an.v  Kovern- 
ment  to  undertake  and  whether  I  re- 
main in  ofllc-  or  not  I  trust  it  wdl  be 
fiillv  carried  into  effect.  I  believe  it 
,y,i:  have  ,he  ihon.nvrh  nidors.-m.-n'. 
,,f  the  pc'.i.U-  of  nriti-h  Columbia  and  to 
them  I  aiH  willini;  to  leave  the  decision 
as  to  wh.'ther  this  government  h.ns  been 

....,■.,.  -i  r..l     ...-     i-.-.-lrr     :r:*cri?'i».".    ;».!..d     URS    nO 

iioTlcv "except   pcrsoniil    intcresrt   and   of- 
ii( ,.  uivm  which  to  apTieal  for  their  sup- 


Letter  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier 


In  Which  the  Claims  of  the  Province  Are 
Again  Set  Forth  and  a  Conven- 
tion Asked. 


Tl.c  followinit  IX  til-  l-i;"-'  from  Hon. 
.Iiiiii.'s  bmisiniiir,  rr»'n)i'T.  !■>  Sir  Wil- 
friil  I.niiripr,  t«'vi.'\viii«  th»-  ii.'if.'tifHioDH 
Ht  (m^nva  !!i>«t  winter  ihirinit  tli."  vitiil  of 
thf  (li'iiilutiDU  from  tlic  Mriti«h  ('o!uiiil>i!i 
^nvHriiiUfiit.  iiii.i  !i>  villi:  for  a  i-otiv.-ntion 
to  <lls.ii.s  thf  I'fi.-i..  of  th.'  proviiico  for 
••iK-'tfr    tt-riiis." 

rrfuiiiTs  Olllct', 
Vi' toria,  H.  <■.,  "Ill  .lauiinry.  liK)2. 
Rt.     Hon.    Sir    Wilfrid    LauritT.    Prime 
M.nistiT,   Ottawa  1 
D.Mr    Sir    Wilfri.l.-Whiip    in    Ottawa 
last    winter   tlw   nicmhprs   of  the   rtelpga- 
tioti   from  till-   Kovcrnnipnt   bi-ro.   ixrsoii- 
ally  ami  by   U'ttirs  am!  stntt-mi-nts  •iiil>- 
niittt--!,    prc^t'iiteii    with    (ill    .•.•unistiicsi 
anil  to  the  hvt  of  their  ability  th'-  ar«u- 
niciits    in    favor    of   a    rf-atljnstnicnt    of 
tho   finanri.'tl    arrn'.^ements   between    the 
province    of    Hritish    Columbia    ami    the 
Dominion   of   Canada;   anil    I    must   con- 
fess   to    a    fe.'ling   of   disaiipointment    in 
not    havins   lui'l    a    d<»finit.'    reply    as    to 
whether  these    reiiresentations,   in   whole 
or   in  part,  hml   rereived,   or  would   still 
rereive.   the    consideration    oi    your   gov- 
eniiront. 

RATI  UK  OF  Tin:   RF.PUKSK>T.\TIO>i 

As  you  arc  awaro  our  representation* 
■wore  made  with  fairne<"!  and  frankness 
mid  without  re«^l'OCt  to  I'^rty  or  jroliti- 
cal  cousiderntions-simply  on  tho  Rrouncis 
of   what    appeared   to    us    :is   matters    of 

-      .    .  1  i...-.!  -  .>.*n..f .xva  Oijr 

arguments     in     favor    of    ininased  sub- 
sidies   were,     indeed,    based    to  a   large 


,.x!,!it  "11  the  k'reitly  nug-iieut.-l  rev- 
..luie,*  wliidi  would  Mow  to  the  Domiuioli 
'Iriasury  an  a  ronHeiiuenie:  an. I  we  not 
iiiirea-onably  hop.-d  that  our  propoxaU, 
ba.  Ued  up  as  they  w.re  by  the  strouKest 
aiK'iuH  lit*  po'Hible,  would  not  oiiiy  not 
excite  op|Mi>itioii  in  othir  |iiirl>»  of  Can- 
ada, but  woulil  reroive  the  endorsation 
of  all  fair-minded,  progrewive  and  f.ir- 
Meeinif  citizeiiH  of  the  Dominion. 

I  am  aware  that  it  han  been  Haid   that 
the   delegation    was    unrea:*oiialiIe    in    the 
number   and    inavniliide   of  the   dernandK 
then    made.      That    iniprension    arose    no 
doubt   from  the  fact  that  ma.iy  of  them 
liad  never  previously  been  eatalogiie.l  in 
one    document,    and    the    ooiotiderationn 
inv.dved   had   ne'-er  before  been   lirought 
to    the   attention   f'   the   public:    but   the 
jnstncsa    of    the    cmims    ami    the    fucts 
upon   which   they   are  based   have   so   far 
not  in  any  way  been  controverted. 
THK   METHOD    IMUBIED 
It  has  also  been  held  that  the  matters 
in    ((uestiou    should   have   iieon    taken   up 
with  your  government   through   the  rep- 
resentative.s  of   the   province  in    the    Do- 
minion  House  of  Parliament.     From  the 
standpoint  of  polity   it   might   have   been 
wiser    to    have    adopted   «'i'h    a    course: 
and   had   I    thought    for   n   moment    that 
the    rights  of    the   province   would   have 
been  jeopardized  by  lacll  of  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  its  representatives  in  cnn- 
seiiueuce   of  their  advice  and   assistance 
not    having    been    on'.ir.tfHl,    I,    certainly, 
and    I    feel    quite   sure     ™y   colleagues, 
would  have   l»een  only   too  glad  to  have 


8 


Ymi    will    iiiiil'r 

-rnt:lti"Il<       "I'      '" 

to    voiii-    L'livcniiiii 


povPrnrncntH   niid    wl.i.-h,    in    my   opinion 
should   be   prosooutod   on   u   uniforni   and 
(•o-oi)fiativi"  basis. 

V   <OM>rnoN\I.   I'OMtY. 

I    wi<h   to  rrit.M-.t..  iH'iv   what  I   hnvo 
.tat.M    in    n,,v    l"ttrr   to    von   in    0<-t..b<'r. 
l<Mi(.    and  to  which  I  a<ain  oarnostly  di- 
re, t  v.Mir  :itt.ntion.     Our  poli.'y  ♦>ubnut- 
,..,,  „,  th<.  s-sion  01-  1001  -vas  bnsod  on 
tho    n-asun;ili!,.   hopes   wr   .■ntertam-d   or 
assistance    fiom     vour    -ovcrnn.cnt.       It 
XV. s  outlined   in   the  ].reainMc  of   the  a<t 
then   pa-<ed   providing'   for   the   eonsf  ru. - 
,i„n    of    eerain    railway-.      N-t    having-, 
le.wevpr,    up    to    that    time    htvird    fl  *i 
voiw  Minister  of  liailways  a«  to  tlie  pro- 
posals   we    UMd-    wiiilo    at    Ottawa    land 
in    replv    to   teles-'ramn   snhsennently   nr;;- 
ins   eo-oi-oration),    we   w<>re   of   necessity 
oblitr.'d    to    dotii.o    o'lr    own    po-ilion    id 
re.-.ud  to  tho-e  lines  of  railways  and  to 
Mipulate    the   .-.ndi-ions    „pon    which    uc 
would    bo   wil'injr    to    as-i.t    in    buddmir 
then-    but    at    tlio    same    time    w    were 
willin-   to    nio.lify    tlu-c    as    far    as    pos- 
siblo  ponsisteiit   with   s-)uiid  ptiblic  pobcy 
..  ,.,„„.   ,. in  mcetiic,'  the  vi..ws  of  your  ^-ovornmpnt 

■';:;:;;,^':;,;:;.h;si,:thefor,n  mve. -■";"".;:■'■' ::.!:;rr': 

oyr(-p"'i'l'"-    '■•dntns 


i.vail.Mi  our^elv.  ,  of  such  advice  anft  as- 
sistance.     It    did   not    oc.au-   to  me,   how- 
ever, that  nepdiatiot.s  alT-tin,-  iho  l>us,- 
„e.8    ro!ation«    of    the    two    «overnmonts 
.1,ould   be   carried  on   throu.-h  other  than 
„„.    „,,ii„,,vy      ,haiine!s    for    conductms 
.,„.„   „c^<.tiatio„s  in  thepaM.and       ccr- 
,,,jv   ,l,eo   looked,   and   do  still  h-oU,   for 
tl„.   mo<l    cordial    support    of    those    ^'on- 
,l,„,on,     the    inteie-ts     of     whose    .on>ti- 
tucits  are  deeply  affected  by  tlione^-'oua- 

tions    in    <iu.^tion,    in    '.rin.-ini;    about    a 
^ati-^factorv    setth-ment. 

Kul'.v  in'u.resscd  with  th.'  justness  of 
our  cau-c.  it  i-  not  our  it.tcuion  to  n- 
,i,„,„M,  •„.  „lvocacy  or  depart  front  tlto 
,.„„,se  we  consider  in  e.,uity  to  be  our 
ri^-ht  and  duly  to  i-ur-t.-.  at,d  I  iru^ 
,„:,t    tio    -.v.rniuent     t!.a<     may    ,^uc,-ce,l 

the     pic-CUit      will     do     Ics-i. 

ATTITI  ni'.     lOWXUDS    Till'. 
1)<»MI\I«»N 

land  tiiat  the  rejire- 
,le  in  o;ir  .Memorial 
;t  were,  L'cncraUy.  in 
,l,e  ,Utccti..n  (.f  -mte  nmrc  dcinite  un- 
,lefstandin^-^ot,a.  spc-ihc  r,,.o^tinion  ot 
oiir  moral  au 
of    iiicrea-eo 

,-,,,  ,iie  revciHi.s  ffoui  this  prov.ucc  to 
the  r>omini<ni.  Our  Memorial  indicat.'d 
,l,e     lilte..     a.ad     the       ,  eaHun<       ti.erei..r. 

wltieh    it ■■    opinion    should    forni    the 

liasis  of  sucli  suitable  rec^Miit  loti.  W  >' 
made  no  iiard  and  fa-t  .'.etnands.  We 
tisked  onlv  lor  a  conv,  tition  and  a  policy 
of  ,.,,-op,-rati..n  ba<c,l  (Ui  mutual  in- 
terests. In  this  re-iHct,  therefore,  while 
,,„,  ,,i,j,.ets  and  ;. roc  dare  may  have 
been     misrepresented     in    ^^..me     .luaitcrs 

we    trust    that    they    have    nnt    1 n    mis- 

u,„ler-tond    by    .N.oi    or    by    .vour    -overn- 
tncut        NoihiuLT    thiit    has    ticen    said    or 
written    .am    i-    constne  d.    1    hope,    into 
an    attempt    to   dictate   to.   to   coerce,   or 
to    threaten    the    a  ah-rities    at    Ottawa. 
Our  who'e   aim   ha-  been  to   work   nmic- 
ablv    and    in    perf-ct    und.a-siandim.-   with 
them.    upon,    as    I     have    stated,    certain 
lines    that    n.i^'ht.    aft>  r    tile    fullest    dis- 
.^^■^.\:^^^.    t'c    ooitMally    ai^rced    upon.    This 
has  been  our  portion  particularly  in  re- 
;:ard   to   railways,    the  buildinu-   of   winch 
ill 


,r   in    rcsp.M-t    to   otlp  r   matters   that   you 
lui^'ht  wit-h  to  include  in  a  L-eneral  poli.'y 
of    railway    buibini;.-.      That    is    t)ie    poj^i- 
tion    that    we    still   maintain. 
Tin;  rn\sT  t<»  k«m»ti:> ay  ii« ad 

You  ari>  doubtle-s  aware  that  this  v;ov- 
ernment    was    subjected,    to    very    severe 
criticism,    and    that    irreat    pressure    was 
brouirht   to   bear   on   it.    in   rei:ard   to  ono 
litie   of  railway   ju-oposed.   known   as   the 
v..   V.   I'V:    K..  to   be  built  from   the  Coast 
via    IT   lie    Mountain    into   the   Boundary. 
It  was  idiarL'c.l  that  our  poliey  wpb  fum- 
e,l   with   a   view   to  favir  the  C.   V.   U.  as 
a^'niii-t   other   companies   and   to   prevent 
,MV,ipeiition    in    that    country.      While    I 
a  ,.    not    in    any    way    bound    to    offer    an 
eMdanation   or   defence   of   our   polaw    to 
vour    ■.•nvernmeiit    on    that    score,    at    the 
same  time  1   wish  absobitely  to  deny  tl.R 
trti.h   of   such    an   accusation.      To   show 
the  l>ona  hdes  of  our  doire  to  affcrd  .li- 

K'ootena'v.'w'e'.  sliortly  after  the  proropa- 
iiudertook  a  complete 


,,.    ,„,    ,„,,,„.    involves    n;:reat   deal       ^;- ;;^  i;-,;^?';:;;;,,,,..,,   ,..,,e  via   Hope 
that   is  couimon  to  the  interests  of  both       surN.y  !      i 


A     lMU>l't>S\l 


Mountain.      This   ^vas   .lone    .n   or.Ur   t 
,.,...r.ain   the   f-.-^ibility    nud   .xa,.t  co.t 
„f   a  line  .-f   railway.      Vv  to  that  t..  . 
.oth  wore  uncertain  and  the  K-vernu-en 
:       absolutely     no    roliable     -lata     upon 
whi.h    to    proeee-l.      Thw.    howey       N^^a 
,    ,,ave  no   doubt   fnlly   exp.uned  to   >o  • 
,„.    „,v    colleague.    Hon.    NN  •    <  •    N^  ■    • 
whUe  in  Ottawa  re.  onlly.      l'^'^.^'     '' 
„,,vever.    in    ord-r   to   show    >•-";>' 
was   «ur    sincere    d-^ire    to    f.uthe      th. 
iulerests    of    the    various   ♦^eetuu,.    to    I- 
'Iveeted  by  such  an  nndertalau.    ^y h.  . 
vsas,  asyon  knew,  the  subj.-t  "l  ..."U- 
ropresentutioas    at    the    I.n.e    the   .le.eua- 
tion  visited   Ottawa. 

,Olt  U  Ml. WW  <  <»>'- 
SIUK  TION 
l.-urtherniori',  to  assure  y-u  ot  our  d.- 
.uo  to  .arry  -ur  polh^y  iut-  elleet  aiM 
,„  order  to  obviat-  the  pos.sihil.ty  ol  e-ui- 
,„.lil;on  bein.  restricted  the  ,overnn.„t 
i.  „„w  willing  to  enier  into  ncHotu.  tons 
wilhthelI..uo,ahletheMiui>terof  Kad- 

...vs  wi;h  a  vh.wto  the  eou~tru.t..u  ot 
ilui't  poniou  of  the  line  ovi-  the  Hope 
MoiMitain  into  th.-  SimilkanuTn  cmu- 
m-  as  a  jon.t  Government  undertaking 
lU,.  C.  1'.  U..  the  v.,  V.  .V  K.  and  a: 
other  railways  to  have  full  and  -lua 
rnnniu.u  power  over  it  upon  le.nis  an.l 
conditions  that  may  le  .onsidered  tai 
and    reasonable    in    the    intere-ts    oi    all 

1       T,,    n  ilniir'  thi<  I'overninent 
concenu'd.      In  >o  uoni-   mu    ^, 

,io,.«    not    wish    to   he    bound   by.it    as   a 
precedent     for    or    a.ijainsL    the     J-'euerai 
principle    ot    jroveiuiuent    ownership    ot 
raiUvavs   so   far  as  the    ..rovince   is  -on- 
c-erned.  or  as  one  which  should  be  made 
applu-able   to   other   railways  under   con- 
sideration.     Oovermiient   ownership   ui'iy 
or    may    not    for  ^-enoral    purposes    be   a 
wi^e  policv    to  adoiit;   whereas  in   a  par- 
tirular  instance  and   under  peculiar  con- 
ditions it  lui^'ht  he  advantageous;  and  in 
Ihi.  instance  if  -lie  V.,   V.  ^   K-  railway 
..oHipany  and  the  C.   V.  U-  cunpany  wil 
..j.-ree    to    use   the   road    when    .•(unph'te,! 
as   suef:ested.   I   re-ard    it   as   a   i.roposa! 
\vhi>di   is   worthy  of   your   cons'.deration. 
Hon      W.    ('.    Weils.       I       undor.tand, 
while    in     Ottawa,     di-cussrd     With    yon. 
as    well    as    uiiii    liit    i>r..;i;.i;>;r .    ;i    :::•:•- 
.,„r,.    ot     a.-sistance    to       the      Canadian 
Northern,  now  .learing  the  Uocky  mouu 


,,,„..     .nd     p.-o,.o-ed      o       '-    •-:       J" 
No,,herninteuor   to.he(oa~t.       Ihl.J 

„.,,    .,v,    IS    fully    in    accord    with      our 

;;i;,.;    and    we    regard    the    <-l.e^.^««  jj 

.t' portion    of    the    country    as    hituy 

unporant,    and    as    ^ne    wh-.-h    woubl 

,.,j    .„    ,,.„!,.    to    the    buildm.'    ot    .he 

p'"  :    u.   thron.h    the   So.ithern    portion. 

We   ho     .   to  see  sou.e   detunte  nnd  satis- 

''  '    .rran.ements    ente-.ed    nUo      at 


lari.n-y 

onee.  - 

■nil-    I'lic»\  IX  •••  ^    I  «»    ■ 

,    „„w   co.ne  I.,  another  tualter   of  s.iU 
'    "  ,„    Hriti-li    C.lunibia 

,.   .....i-    iuiiiortanee    to    i>i  n'- 

t:,:'.'^^ >-"Tt^"  -" 

.Utawa    last    winter.     1     ''■"'!.„„. 
,Hou..dU   out  all  the  niatter^  an    .    1    -        _ 

of  the  I'rov.nce  a.ul  th 
'  :;  ,^„„ito,■,u.•redtomeandIn.en- 
;"■  :  ;,':  n^e,^aii.„..thattheeiain.s 
'■:",';,v;nce  should  be  cunuuted  tor 
:,.,.::  in  additviu  -.->ie  vr-ut 
■'    •          •  ■       1        I    aid    not.    perhap-, 

^"'r^'';;;:  ::;:;t.u  .k'"-' -•■""  ""■ 
:.r::  f  ^v:.;.:.  .aM  to  the  o lu,..,. 

,:;,raiu,  above  tho  aPP.-.d.na..ons  u-l 

'- r::"^'::L:  ■:;;.:.■: -i'- 

•'•"'  ■         ,'  .hould  be  ba-ed.  Yon. 

''•'^^■'■^•■'■'     uTt  -uul    conditions    of 

'""^""    ^''■:""''';   '     i„„„are.l    with    olher 

,l,is    provin.-.-    as    ounpa 

l.rovinces.    to    fuily    appi-ciat..    -u.    1 

^'"U  the  time  of  <-oufedera,ion,  in   1S;;T 

,u      ,.,oviuce.    then    included,    wheh    au 
:i;;;rativ..:y    icve.   am.    ..U.ae.,    -^ 
■„,    il„.    main    nuinicipali/.e.l ,    tn.  .r 

„    Und..  and  other  publi.  w.r    s  o 
,,,„,,,,:,;  ehaiaeter.  were  to  ah.  ^- 
,.„,   ,„„>,,!..„.d:  and  the  public  debt,  ot 
,    \;,n.    a^Mnn..d    by    the    l-ommion.    a 
,L.:;:ein.  made  with  a  clear  sheet  am 

„,.,„„„.    redu...l    responMb,.>l..-s.      H'    l'»- 
:    .:      .oofUri.i^hColunibiaatthetune 

;    confederation.    ISTI.   ->"f ';;--. ^;^ 
.   ..r   iinoulat  on   and   the   smao 
-.pars.uie^    or    popu.ai 

„,•    ,(,,.    ,„,,bab;e    rev. .ml.  ,    tV.:      ar 

'""""  .         uub.r     the     Terms     of 

vauucniMit     ma.ie    .imiii     no 

,'„,.„,.,.  thought  to  be  a  v-y"";;^' 

.,,.1   ,h..   delegates  from   Untish  <  o- 

lutnbia   had  every   reason  to  te.ieve  to.-, 
1,.M    ,nade    a    v.ry 1    bargain   fo.   the 
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pruviiHT.  jiti'l  "t'le  jiKtly  •■iititli'il  to  the 
(•((tiKriitu'.Mtloiis  thi'.v  rcct'ivcd-.  :iii(l.  thtTc- 

foli',    at    !1    pcr'.n.l    wllrll    ilcVcioliMII'llt    WMS 

so  limit. 'il  'iinl  t-o  littU-  was  i.iiowii  iilx)iU 
till'  po^fil)!'-  rcsonircs  of  tlic  (.■'luiitry,  it 
is  not  to  1)1'  woinltMcl  at  if  tln'v  did  not 
sci'uri'  t;ri'af''r  i  om  rssioiis  or  see  just 
liow,  uiiilor  wliolly  new  (Mitiilitions.  tu<> 
iirr:ini,'('tnciits  tln.y  ciiicri-'l  into  would 
finally  work  out  from  a  Ijocik-Kirjiins 
IioMiI  of  \  rw.  Wliili',  iiowcvrr,  a  I'ou- 
trart,  [irpsnnialily  Ii'u'ally  and  ciiiHtitii- 
tioiially  liiiidini:  for  all  tint.'  to  coinc, 
was  entered  inln,  it  is  not  to  bo  luaintain- 
I'd    that   siir'ii    a  rontra<'t   should  coiuinuo 

foicvcr    without    luudificati if    it    can 

lir  |. roved  hey.ind  (lUestion  that  the 
Icrni^  are  •^iii  h  as  i.i_\\<i,k  a  iie,|irtual 
liarilshi]!  to  oin'  of  the  coiitraetiim  par- 
ties. 'I'hiit  it  does  do  so,  I  shall  [irooeed 
to    show. 

IMIVSK   \I,    A>n  OTIIEK   COMJITIOXS 

The  government  of  British  Columbia 
is  wot  kin;;  under  eouditions  absolutely 
nui(iiie  in  (Canada,  and  must  for  all  time 
to  ((line  remain  at  a  disadvantage  aa 
e(jiniiared  with  the  jjoveii.nients  of  otli- 
er  proviiu'e.s — 1  mean  iu  resiiect  to  etiuil- 
ibriuiu  of  revenue  and  expemliture.  Our 
])roviiur>  is,  roundly  siieakinj^,  i><M)  miles 
lon»{  liy  i>(MI  miles  wide.  It  is  more  or 
less  mountainous  tlirouyliout  its  whole 
extent,  with  valleys  ami  habitable 
trround  at  lout  inti^rvals  only.  Its  iioini- 
Jation,  while  individually  more  potential, 
can  ni  ver,  by  rea>un  of  physical  euviron- 
inenis,  be  a.--  iar;,'e  j(s  other  provinces  in 
liroportion  to  area.  Th«  expense  of  >;ov- 
erniii):  [ler  hetid  of  population  must  for 
ali  time  to  eonie  Meeessariiy  be  many 
times  ;:'.;'aler.  It  entered  ronfederation 
with  roads,  liridu-es,  wharves,  railways, 
schools,  ots.,  all  iiractieally  uidiuilt  and 
»o  lie  provideii  for  in  the  future.  Owins 
to  the  physical  conditions,  the  goveru- 
ment  had  to  assume  all  the  cxpi-nses  of 
thc:-e  niidei  t  akin^;s.  which,  in  the  main, 
(dsewhere  is  boi  ne  by  municipalities. 
Willi  few  exeepl'ons.  there  are  tin  muiii- 
i-it»;.«!ii  ies  (»u  -idt'  ^n  jncoipoiated  lo\*  us. 
Eveiy  rond  or  railway  covts  on  an  aver- 
,iKe  three  or  for.r  times  per  mile  what  '.t 
does   in    other   parts   of      Canada.      The 


distances  between  the  settlemeuts  ar"* 
very  jrreat;  hence  the  mileage  to  build 
and  maintain  is  often  enormous.  Tim 
schools,  the  roads  and  trails,  bridj,"  s, 
puliii'--  wiiarves  and  buildiiiL's,  hospiia's. 
ehar.tie^,  and  even  docto'-s  in  many 
iilace<,  have  to  l)e  provided  for  by  the 
loovi)i.e.  Tlie  en-t  of  administerim; 
puiniie  ju>ti'e  throuirhout  this  vast  ex- 
rent  of  country  is  also,  for  similar  rea- 
sons, very  i,'rea;  and  many  times  what  it 
is   ill    the   Kast. 

soLiicF.s  OF   ri:vk\i:k 

\A  niic  all  this  is  true,  the  sources  of 
revenue  proviilcd  under  the  i  •uistitutioii 
are  iirecisely  the  same  as  in  the  lOast. 
TUi'  increase  of  population  under  such 
ciicumsianct^,  while  it  means  increase 
of  revenue,  also  means  i)roportiouate  in- 
crease of  expenditure  in  orcler  to  suji- 
ply  the  varied  aiiii  expandins  needs  in 
tlie  way  of  schools,  the  administration 
of  justice,  the  buildiiiK  of  roads  and 
bridvres,  railways,  etc.,  etc.  As  a  eon- 
sequence,  the  b:i:  nice  between  revenue 
and  expendituie  under  pri'sont  condi- 
tions is  diftU'ult  to  reach  and  maintain. 

The  iv)tent;al  sources  of  revenue  boloii;.' 
to  the  Dominion.  We  hare  proved  t" 
you  that  we  pay  three  times  the  averane 
contribution  of  Canada  to  the  Dominion 
and  ;;et  less  than  half  back.  If  the  peo- 
idc  of  IJritish  Coiumbia  were  able  to  re- 
la'u  all  tiie\  contribute  in  taxes  to  tlie 
riovincia!  and  Dominion  governments, 
the.\  couid  support  eve.-y  public  utility 
of  the  province,  both  I'rovinoial  and  Do- 
juinion,  build  their  own  railways,  and 
still  have  a  surplus  each  year  to  their 
credit. 

A    COXVEXTION    ASKED 

What  we  now  ask  the  Dominion  ko> 
eriinii'iil  to  do,  is  without  further  delay 
tn  take  these  matters  seriously  into  con- 
sideration and  arrange  for  a  Conveniion 
between  the  rrovince  and  the  Doniii - 
ion  for  the  juin'ose  of  reviewill^'  the 
whole  facts  of  the  case  and  arriving  at 
bitter  terms.     Our  object   is  to  reaidi  a 

>oiiiiioii    .1-    tlic    i'tr.-iloi    01    » a  1  r,    oycii    ;*:::» 

impartial  investigation,  and  by  no  ariru- 
ment  other  tlian  is  just  and  eiiuitable 
to  api)cal  for  a  decision. 
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Thf  Dominion  of  Canaila  has  on  the 
Pafific  foast  n  province  full  cf  n'si)ui<fs 
anil  iHiinitaUU-  wi-altb.  'vith  a  vitforoiis 
ami  ontcrpiisinj;  popiii  i  ion— a  domain 
wliich,  if  fully  dfvclopcil,  will  prove  of 
iurstiniablt'  ailvanta^re  in  iiiakins  the 
name  of  Canada  great,  and  in  fnllilinK 
a  de-tiny  whiili  Britons  every wlier,-,  and 
more  especially  Canadians,  would  re- 
joice to  see  accomplish,  d.  However.  I 
have  endoavoreil  cle;trly  to  -show  that 
iimhT  ''--e  pn-r^ent  terms  tfoverninc  the 
relationi  lictweeti  the  Province  and  Do- 
minion, the  cost  of  internal  development 
t')  the  fornKT  is  out  of  all  iiroportion  to 
the  revenue  to  the  provincial  treasury 
arising  from  resources  however  rich;  .ind 
that,  on  the  other  haml.  the  revenue 
which  accrues  to  the  Dominion  as  a  con- 
seiiuenci'  of  our  prosperi' y.  however 
sreat,    pres(>nts     an    enovnious    disparity 


in  re*>pect  to  the  appropriations  we  re- 
ceive in  return;  and  otie  whi'h  in  it« 
eff"Cl  must  forever  impose  unnecessary 
and  unjust  burdens  on  our  people  and 
prevent  that  hich  limit  of  deve'inpnu'nf 
that   would   otiierwise  he   possible. 

.\s  you  arc  well  aware,  what  we  ask 
is  not  new  in  the  history  .)f  Canada 
since  ISCm.  and  if  the  !)rovinces  whhh 
ori;;Jna:iy  framed  tlia  Te'-ms  'f 
federation  as  neuerally  applicable  to  all 
its  parts,  saw  in  the  mistaken  maile  or 
injnstiecs  poinTiiitted  in  the  first  place 
a  sutlicient  rci-oii  fc.  readjustment  in 
more  than  one  instance,  they  cannot  now 
reasonaby  object  to  a  "onvenMon  on 
Kronnds  for  which  they  oriRiually  f>""- 
ni^hed   the  precedent. 

R(dieve  me  to  be.  very  sinierely  yours. 
(Sd.)     .TAMKS  DUNSMUIlt. 

Pr«niier. 


The  Case  Further  Reviewed 


In  a  Supplementary  Letter  to  the  Press  by 

Hon.  James  Dunsmuir, 

Premier. 


Sir.—.?  few  days  affO,  !r  an  oi>cn  tetter 
to  the  people  of  Rritis'i  Columbia,  I 
outlined  in  a  general  '-ay  my  own  posi- 
tion and  the  policy  of  the  sovernment. 
and  I  now  wish  to  supplement  my 
fonner  remarks  with  otVrs,  and  inci- 
■  ientally  to  meet  the  objections  thnt 
have  been  raised.  I  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed with  the  reception  with  which 
the    jjovernment's    declaration    has    been 

course  of  action  and  policy  were  fully 
understood,  much  of  tlie  opposition— the 
reonlt    of    misappreheusiou— would     dis- 


appear, and  that  they  would  be  Rener- 
ally  endorsed  by  the  electors  more  es- 
pecially when  they  have  read  my  letter 
to  Sir  Wilfrid,  which  I  have  permission 
to  publish. 

XOT     ANTAGOMSTir     TO     t>TTAWA 

Amoni:  othei  things,  an  impression  is 
sought  to  be  conveyed— more  especially 
that  o\ir  r>'preseutationH  to  Ottawa  have 
K,.,.on'.e  an  isaiie  in  the  present  federal 
campaign  in  Victoria— that  the  (?overn- 
mcut  ie  ondea'-orinK  to  create  a  feeling 
of    antagonism    again.st      the    Dominion, 
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by   the  1.-01.1..  or  this   proviQc...   This   1«  'Vo    must   .■or.vinro      !hrm      hy    .1-..I.U- 

unfair  an<l  untrue.  In  all  th..  .•orrespon.!-  I  ois  ..r  ,„„■  ri^-'l.ts  ai:,l  that  in  the  pros- 

..,„■.•      With      th-     Dominion     anfhoritios  ix'rit.v    and    ilfveloprnwit   of     HritiMi   (  ...- 

,1,,-n.   is   iH.t    a    wnr.l    >,f   n-proach,    not   a  nmhia.    which    is    involved,    depends   to   a 

!,P,..,th      of      nwnare,    not      a    sin^-le    nn-  lar;;.'  exteu!   tlir  grealnevs  of    the:r  own 

rrien.lly    uttrraMr,-.       I    have  >;um.   to   Sif  fntniv.       I  f   we   are  .lenied  justir,.  at  th<^ 
Wilfrid     l.aor.'T    in      pcrte,  t    .■onlid.'m-e. 


open    ai    !    al>ov,>   hoard.    1 ausi>    I     have 

all  al^i::.:  helieve.l  him  to  he  a  Males-nan 
who  can  risr  al.nvi'  party  con-iileial  i  >i',n 
whriiLVer     the     ililel-e-ts     ..!'     the     eidintry 

ire   at    stal<i',   and    who   is   willing'    to   do 
j.isli,.,.    to    all    v,.,.ii,.ns    of    Canada    alik,-.        :->■    'ap:!,,    tax    of     the   people   of  Canada 

It    is    nn'.i.-    naluiai.     .,„..  .v.-r,    thai      he       to    tie-    I'ominion    tn-asnry     an      ainouiit 

-   Iiirli   li.ar>   tie     i-at;.i  of  llini>  to  one  hy 


hand--  ■it  Ivist'^ri.  Can.ula,  we  niu-t  then 
■  •.■wry  our  ;;rev,iiiees  t'l  tin-  foot  of  the 
Ihrmic  itself,  wher-'  tin.'  pi'tition  of  the 
humid. 'st  of  I'.ritish  «^ul>ji'.'ls  will  u<<l  he 
deuif^l  a  hearinjr.  A  eoiiilition  of  things 
in   wliii-h  w.-  pay  three  times  the  av(  rat'e 


will  he  inlliirieMil  hy  his  sui^p.irt.  r-  m 
r.iiiish  Cidnnd^i.i,  an^l  if  our  reiiresenia- 
tions  at  Olt.iwa  .ir.-  n'lt  ultimately  sur- 
i-e»-^rid,  it  will  !■■•  l.i-.;iusi'  ihi'y  h.ivi-  not 
haii  ihi'  en  l^^r-iunent  an^l  xU|.piirt  ■if 
tle'Se  who  av  his  jiolit  ic.'il  a^lvis.irs  ami 
friends,  or  tli.it  tie-  iei-^tility  ■if  oilier 
parts  of  Canaila   will   prevent  it.       It  lias 

I n    ehartreil   that   one    ri'.isoii    \\  hy    imr 

miiisiiiii  I.>  (»|ia\\.i  h:\<  m^t  hei'U  s^>  far 
sui'^-i -<-liil  h.i-i  lii-i-n  [■■i-.ia-c  we  ili^l  nor 
laKe  lie-  la'pri-.-nl  at :  ves  ■ii'  I'.rilisli 
(V)liimhia  in  tlie  l>'>mini^in  parliament 
into  iiur  eontiilt  nie.  <  )n  this  oceasiiui, 
liowi'M'r.  1  li.ua'  s^-nt  ■a.'h  ■■f  thi--e  v^]i- 
res^'Ulal  ives  a  ■  opy  iif  llu'  b'tter  to  tip.' 
Prime  .\l  ini'-l^'r.  le'iiu'^l  iiiu'  his  ■•o-oper.i- 
ti.n!  .iii^l   sujip.jri   ill   hi  half  of  ■lUr  ■I.iiiii-. 


01  It    itM^ii'i's   i>i:i>i:\n   on 

NOT    r     MIH  s 


>  ri»  i: 


In    or^'.er   that    our      i-asc    niav    not    he 


liial     rci'ivtii     hy     ilio    )iHi\im.-     fi'r    a'.l 
purp^ises;      in    whii'i    the   cost   ■if     a.lmin- 
i^lr.ation    is    tliice    ■  r    f^ei:    timi'-   that    nf 
iillnT    liviivinc'^s:      in    whieli,    hy    uiir    far 
r^-moval    frum   the  ;,'ri>at     -entree  nf   tradi* 
■  if   till'    I^iiminion,    the   frei,:.'ht   eliar;;es  on 
::'"id<    I  ■insiininl    :m    m.any    times    iiri-ater 
than     that    iif    tlioM'    wlei.     fi^;     ins'ani-e, 
livi'  in  Onlarm  .u-  (jiedn'i-;  aii'l   in   whieli. 
at     tiic    s.anir    tine',    \ve    h.ave    t.i    deie-nd 
fur    iiur    i-''\'r!iue    umler    tile    (•■instiiUtiiin 
Himu  s^imars  wliiidi  are  i^huilii-al  aiel  imt 
irri'aii-r   ilian    those   nf   otli^r   proviie^s- 
is  ■Hi..   wiii(di   n.iu>t    fiml   a   Miluiinn   ia   the 
ni'^iiliatiiius    wlii^h    we    have    he'.'nn.    or 
in    the    applieation      .if      niler    r.  ne  dii  - 
wlii(di  the  future  will  disiiose.      It   ifi  an 
luii-^iiial    ■■■■ntist     ■if    develiijinnMit     as    .-it 
Iiia'>.'iit.       If     We  arv'   s<i   hanilieapinMl   hy 
natural   <'^.niliti^)ns   ami   hy    the  Terms   .if 
rni^iii,     whieli    are     u'lmitteilly     Imnl     to 
ail.iust.   h.MV    mii.h    more   .lillhudt   wii!    it 


projudiee.l    ea    ar.-oiint   of    ,„ili,i,ail    con-  i„,   1,,  a.-.-,i,nplish   what  we  have  in   view 

«iderations.    1    am    av.u's^.   u,   havin:;     the  jf     ,.„,„,    ,,,    ^vlnmi    the    p.-ople    l.M.k     as 

>ieesti..n      of     ju-l       terms      iv.r    Biiti-h  tii.dr    iioidi.-al    leail.-rs     an.i     p  pix'-uita- 

Cidumhia   hei-ominj:  a   parly  ery  ..f  either  tives  n..t   only  fail  !■,  ha.lv   up  .>ir  .•iCoMs 

laherals           ( '„n~..rvat  iv.-s      a-ainst    the  but   aetually    helittl,.   them,    fo.''  le.   ..t!,..r 

■"'"•'■•        '     ''•'"''•    ^o      l'^"'   ■'•^    I    ■•""    ^■■■>'-'-  rea-on   than    that    they   are   ma.h    hv   th,. 

■  ■em. Ml,   !■)  see  Tar  elaims  iiia-h'  th.'  suli-  ••l>un«mnir    ;;overnnieut."        If     that    he 

je,.t    of    nnaninaius    .lem.iml    ■m    the    i.art  ,1,^.    i,is:l».st   eoneeption    of     partv    )..liti.-- 

'"■     "'"■    '!'''■   '"■     ""-    I'f'viim''    to     till'  ,i,;i,    i^   ,„   j.„v,-rn    this   jirovim-...    th.ui    I 

Doniini.m  cf  C.iiia  la.   mit  as  .a-aiii-t  rh.'  ,|,i;st   say.   as   I   hav  always  sai.l.  that   I 

!,il.,u-:il    or    any    ■■'.ln'r    .i;ov.uainn  iit     that  a,,,   Hia.nkful   I   am  not  .a   iioli'iei.in. 

mav   III'   in  jHiwer.       W'l'  nint^t    diuieml  on 

the  justn.'ss   Hi    ■Mu-   ,  aus^.  an^l     he    tair-  ..omoxt.s    w.VNTKI. 

nund.uness   of     1  lie    peiijile   <if     th.'    slsl.'r 

provuK'es.   rather  tlian   Ufon   noHiieal   in-  '■'■'    ''   '"'   und. -rstood   once   f-o-  all   tliat 

llueiui<.       The  '...,lan..-e  o'  power  still  lies  "'^^    u-ovrnment    has    not    att-mpie,!    to 

.'aHt   of    the    Cnat    Lake-,    ami    the    pre-  'li''^"'*'   "■'•"'-   to    the   jiov.TUment   at    Ot- 

d.^inmam.'   of    s.-ntinient  th.'re   must   for  '^i-^'''    ^i'"!    '''''f    '*      ''"i^    »o^    »^'^'^''    f'"" 


-iinie    linie    to   eonie    '.ontinne   to    iT'iveru. 


mor.'    money    that     we     may     have    the 
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j)rivii<'Ke  of  .siffinliui.'  it.  Or.  .'i  forir.or 
<ic(f!t»iiin  we  iisk.'il  for  -.y  (•■iiifonMirc  tn 
.'iiiililp  M  (I'lc^'atiou  to  lay  onr  vii-.vs 
licforo  tho  Doniiiiiiiii  ■.■nviTnujfiit.  In 
tliat  (■■iiifvrfiu-i'  :nul  in  fli«'  n'prr^piitM- 
li.Hi'i  \vc  iiKi'lc  in  i-niiiH'CtiDii  witli  it,  we 
liii.i  (I'lwii  no  bar.l  an^l  fast  Iiii'-s;  wo 
iiii'i-fiy  ';ii;rscstf'(l  tlip  basis  of  iliscussion 
and  siihsiqnoiit  nirninuont.  I  'h'-S  any 
man  to  plane  !iis  tin;;i'r  on  a  s.fnti'ni'(.  in 
flK-  whole  cori-osiMiniliMii-c  \i]>  to  the 
juiT'cnl  time  tliat  is  not  frieii.lly,  not 
sinccro  in  |iroiiio!in;r  mutual  interests, 
ai'.il  not  ju--lilieil  liy  the  facts  we  lia<l 
aiIvau(Ti!  f(u-  eonsiihu-alion.  We  have 
now  asUi'd  for  a  eoiivention  to  ili«enss, 
ni)on  eviilenie  to  he  snlmiitted,  tho 
'■laiins  of  the  ]>iovinc"c'  for  hotter  terms, 
ami  in  tiie  letter  to  Sir  Wilfrid  I.an-ior 
now  ])nhiisheil,  the  country  will  liave  an 
Opportunity  to  judge  as  to  the  validity 
of  the  fcrounds   upon   whiih   our  proposal 

is    l)a'^e<l. 

I  now  M^lc  those  who  take  exeejition  to 
tho  course  whi<-li  the  ;;overnineiit  lias 
ruirsu"d  III  state  definitely  and  uiic(|ui- 
vocally,  ovcu-  tlieir  own  si;,'n,\tnros, 
■whethei'  the  representations  niaue  to  <)i- 
tawa  are  iiro[>er  and  in  the  imhlic  in- 
terest: 

Wh'ether  or  not  tho  facts  stated  thero- 
ii\  and  the  conohisions  drawn  are  cor- 
rect: 

Whether  or  not.  in  that  case,  wo  did 
rii'-lit  in  makinjr  *;noh  representations 
and   in  pressing;  our  claims  as  wo  did: 

Whether  or  not  the  covernmoiit  is  no-w 
riirht  in  CTiitinuin^'  to  press  those  olaiiiis 
and  in  asking  for  a  oonviMitioii  for  their 
diseus»ii(in: 

Whether  or  not  they  will  unite  in  siip- 
jiorting  theni: 

Whether  or  not.  if  our  ootir-e  has  hoou 
in  tho  iutori'Sts  of  the  province,  the  gov- 
ernment is  entitled  to  any  credit  for  its 
effort-:    in    th.'it    respect: 

And  whether  or  not.  under  such  cir- 
vunistances,  tho  failure  .so  far,  to  secure 
recognition  of  our  claims  or  reply  to  our 
reprosentatioiis.  is  to  bo  liid  at  the  door 

Ia^I  our  opponents,  too,  take  up  the 
<lifforent  jdank.s  of  our  platform  and  say 
whether  tliey  are  sonnd,  practical  and 
worthy  of  support. 


«.0\i:i«NMKM      ItWM-.KSIIIl"      \H      \l'- 

iM.ir.i)  T<»  Tin:  i'K«»\  i>«  i: 

Tlie  government  is  accused  of  adopt- 
ing Mr.  Martin's  anil  Mr.  Smith  Cuitis' 
railway  policy.  I'.vi  n  if  that  wore  true, 
it  is  no  goo.l  rea^.u  why  it  should  not 
he  adopted  if  it  were  a  riL'ht  policy; 
hut  we  liav."  not  adopte.l  that  ixilie.-. 
and  we  have  not  adoptoil  the  principlt" 
of  government  ownership.  I  have  stated 
distinctly  that  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the 
government  of  the  provim'o  undertak- 
ing on  its  own  account,  as  a  general 
principle,  tho  building  of  railways,  and 
lor  lhr<'..  rcisons:  (1)  Tlio  provim-<>  is 
not  in  a  inxiti-ui  tinancially  to  do  il; 
CJl  it  is  the  duty  of  tho  Doaiiniou  gov- 
:Tnineni.  if  at  all;  (:'■'  success  of 
goviiinieut  ownership  must  depend  on 
the  whole  Canadian  r;ystem  of  railways 
being   made   uniform. 

.\    ,,  '-'ciplo    not     generally    applicable, 
huwev.-r.    ...  ly    bo   so    under   special    and 
potuliar    conditions:      and    the    agitation 
of  hist   yeiir  in  favor  of  tho  V.  \'.  &  K- 
affords      the     complete     explanation      .>f 
what,    in    this    instance,    are    the    s)iecial 
and      peculi;ir    conditions.       The      argu- 
mtiits  for  that  comi..iny  were  that  there 
should      bo      coni|H'tition,    and      that    for 
that   purpose  the  C.   V.    U.  should   not  be 
favored.       On   tho   very    face  of   it,    is   is 
plain    th:!t    these    objects    would    not    lie 
attained    by    either    one    of    the«e    com- 
panies   getting   the   subsidy,    because    ilie 
trallic    <iver     Hojie    Mountain     for    some 
years   to   come   would    not    justify    a    line 
of    railway    so    extensive    to    build    being 
duplicated.       The      subsiilizing      of     one 
comp:iny,   therefore,  moans  tho  exclusion 
of  th.e  other.     .Vs  both  companies  appear 
anxious    to     roach     the    Sin.dkanieen.    a 
joint      government      railway    from    some 
r'ommon   point   of    juncture  to  the  coa«t. 
over   whiidi    both    comp:i'iios    would   have 
eiiual    running    powers,    would    serve    at 
one  cost   the  very  objects  to  bo  attained. 
The    cost      to      the   province    would    not 
necessarily    be    greater,    because    by    this 
government    contributing   $4,n<Hl    a    mile 
and    the    I>otniuion    government   fS,lMX)   a 
mil.',   the   road   could   be   bonded    for   the 
rest  of  tho  money  re.|uired,  the  same  as 
any   jirivate  ciiterpri>ie,   anil  tho  govern- 
ment   woubi   have  a   direct   asset   for   the 
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iiioiu-y    inv-tstci),   anil    roci'ivp   rftunin   in 
ilui'   proi'ortiou. 

win     WASTK    «\IMT\I-    IN    I  SKI.KSS 

i,im:s  V 

It  m;i.v  1m-  li.'Id,  us  it  has  hcen  hcM, 
that  if  tilt-  V.  V.  &  E.  secured  tlie  suh- 
sidy  ami  tmilt  th>'  line,  tlie  C  I".  K. 
wiiiM  lie  forceil,  in  Us  own  interests, 
[,,  iiarallel  it.  Even  if  this  shon'.J 
result,  why  siieli  a  wiiste  of  lapitnl 
wlien  a  sinvrle  r:iilway  line  wdiiM  ^erve 
both  companies? 

I«  this  a  iiraclica!,  hu-iiiess-liUe  poliry, 
or  is  it  nof'  Whether  llic  l»i)niinion 
;.'overiunent  will  accept  the  [iroposal  is 
not  the  (juestidn.  The  (iiiestion  is,  is  it 
a  wi-<e  polieyV  It  demands  a  iletinite 
rrply  fi-oiii  onr  opponents.  .\ii(l  th.-it 
rc].'iy  will  iletennine  wholhcr  they  were 
s  iiccre  in  the  imhlic  ilitciests  in  atlitat- 
in;;  for  comiietition  and  a,u'ain>t 
monopcdy. 
THi:  Hn;iri'  oi-    riii;  i'H»>vi.,tK  to 

l'»irH(IVI'.   COMHTIONS 

I  now  come  to  the  (iiiestioii  of  consti- 
tutionality involved  In  nnr  railway  pol- 
icy of  la<t  yc.'ir.  wliicl-  wat<  attacked  in 
an  article  ohvioiisly  written  or  inspir(-d 
by  a  Iciral  u'cnllenian.  The  nstoiiiidin^' 
position  is  taken  that  the  iiroviiicp,  by 
scckinL'  to  impose  i-onditions  of  any 
kind  by  ronti.-ict  with  any  riiilway  it 
jiropoN.-^  to  as-iist.  which  may  be,  or  is, 
dccl.iicd  to  be  for  the  L'cneral  benetit  of 
('aiia.la.  and  cnnsei|ncnt!y  under  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  Doniinioii  of  Can- 
ada, if*  a'-'tin>.'  in  "open  deliame  of  the 
I>oniinion  K"Virninent — a  dire<'t  (lero;:P 
t'on  from  the  Douiinion  act,  iind  nn  at- 
tempt iiiieoiistifit'onally  to  vary  the 
provisions  of  the  M.  N.  .\.  Act."  and 
"a  declaration  of  wai  ni:ainst  the  jier- 
son-:  who  are  cxpci  ted  to  co-operate 
with  the  provincial  L'overninent  in  rail- 
way  construction.'' 

The  uovei-nniciit  stipulated  in  its  IJail- 
way  A:t.  lh-,t  the  pri>vince  should  have 
".ibsidute  ccoitrui"  of  the  railway  and 
!;:!;;c!!!'i-i-  ratf-.  and  that  in  ca<"  of  the 
railway  as--i-ted  passini:  under  tlie  juris- 
diction of  the  Dominion,  that  the  con- 
trol should  become  a  matter  nf  contract 
betv.-ei'Ti  the  iirovincc  and  the  company. 
It    is   pointed   out    that    the   railways   de- 


clared   for    the    general    benetit    of    Can- 
ada come  within  the  exclusive  <  ontrol  of 
the   l»<iininion,   and   that   therefort-  there 
is    a    contliet    of    authority    created,    and 
that   the  province  could   not   legally  con- 
tract   itself    away    from    the    Domiuion 
authority.      Similar   objections    are    held 
to  the  power  of  taking'  the  railway  u»er 
after  'J<»  years  as  a  provincial   undertak- 
ing,   to   the   plans   and    specifications   be- 
ing approved  by  local  ollicials  and  to  any 
railway   airepting    a    sul^sidy    being   con- 
trolled by  the  n.  C.  Uailway  act.  There 
is    nothing    iucousi>tent    as    between    the 
powers  which  the  two  governments  could 
exercise   in   the   province  as  a   matter  of 
private    ridit    insisting    on    certain    con- 
ditions being  complied  with.     Otherwise 
the    province    would    be    powerless    even 
though    its   aid   was   two   or   three   times 
u-reatcr   than    that   given   by    the    Domin- 
ion.     For   instance,    a   railway   company 
iioiii^'    through    jirivate    land    miirht    -^'ish 
for    free    right    of    way    or   a    portion    of 
the  land  as  a  subsidy.     If  the  owner  im- 
posed   a    condition    that      the      railway 
>houl('    carry    his   produce    at    a    certain 
rate    and    the    company    refused    on    the 
irrounds   that    the   Dominion    government 
had    control    of    rates    the    land     owner 
could   say,   "Very    well,   yn\i    can't   have 
my    lands."      The    company    wcnld    as    a 
matter  of   fa't  have  the   right   to  enter 
into   any   arrani:em(>nt   even    to   carrying 
hi«  goods  and   himself  free,   as   a   matter 
of  private  contract   and   there   would   be 
no  abrogation  from  the  authority  of  the 
Dominion.    That  is  all  the  province  pro- 
poses  to   do— to   stipniate   certain    condi- 
tions as  a  ret\irn  for  the  subsidy.     I  will 
never    consent    to    granting    bonuses    to 
railways    without    a    proper    measure    of 
control    being   exercised:    and    if   thi^    ne 
denied    I    would    refer    all    pronioK'rs    to 
Ottawa.     If   the   Kritish    North    America 
.Vet    wiir  not    permit    ns    a    voice    in    the 
railways    we    help    to    build    when    these 
pass    under   the    jurisdiction    of    the    Do- 
minion then   that  act  should   be  changed 
as  soon  as  possible,  or  a  notice  served  on 
all    railways    that    they    must    deal    with 
the    Dominion    exclusively.      The    issue 
rai#;ed   is   not    a   new   one   and    with   that 
in   mind  the  tirst   parau-raph  of  page  .".0 
of  the  report  of  the  delegation  to  Ottawa 
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was  writtfn.  We  ask'd  th.TP  that  an 
iiniltTstaiKiing  shoiiM  b"  arrivod  at  on 
that  aiKl  other  isaiies  that  inisht  he  T-als- 
e<l  fM'twcfn  thi"  two  gnveriimcnts  In  rt- 
sjirft  to  railways. 

MtT    A    m;\v    ISSl  k 

Siinio  years  ntfo  a  similar  (n:p>;tinn 
arosf-  in  Ontario  and  the  provinro  and 
mii'iicipalitirs  which  had  ftssistcd  rai- 
ways  took  very  great  ohjcctioii  to  linis 
which  thoy  had  assisted  iiassins:  out  of 
their  control,  li'it  it  is  iint  now  a  \ital 
question  there  owinj;  to  the  fai't  that  all 
cNi^tinK  lines  of  railway  have  lieeii  ali- 
sorlK'd  either  into  the  C.  V.  U.  or  *1rMn<l 
Trunk  nystenis.  existing  legit-lation  l)einir 
insnflicipnt  to  prereut  it.  and  no  hetter 
reason  could  lie  advBiicpd  why  a  joint 
railway  policy    shonhl   be   now   framed. 

What  the  delet'ation  liroiii-'ht  to  tlie  at- 
tention of  the  Dominion  ^'overnment  was 
that  in  a  province  like  Hiiti>h  f'oliinibia 
where  the  Imilding  nf  railways  is  the 
very  essence  of  devi'lopment  that  could 
not  he  effected  without  the  combined  aid 
if  both  ;;overiiiuents.  Where  two  t^iv- 
■  rnments  assi>it  railways  and  such  as- 
sistance is  abs^olntely  necessary  for  this 
there  should  be  agreement  and  coop- 
eration  between  the  two  Roveinnieiits. 
No  man  with  the  Interests  of  the  province 
ut  heart  will  assert  otherwise.  We  a.-iicd 
that  an  understandinc  should  be  arrived 
:it  as  to  a  common  policy  and  uniform 
system  of  communication.  We  wanted 
;ilsf>  a  clearly  defined  understanding  as 
to  where  our  jurisdiction  ended  and 
where  the  r>ominion  juri-^diction  began. 
s.)  us  to  avoid  conflict  which  is  ever  im- 
minent. 

TlIK    mix    OK    THK    CASE 

Rut  the  crux  of  our  demands  on  the 
I>ominion  is  after  all  n  financial  ijUi's- 
fiou.  Writers  and  speakers  talk  ab.tut 
the  prosperity  and  the  increased  rev- 
I'uueM  to  flow,  frun  the  ib'velopnient  of 
the  country  by  railways,  the  openinsj 
up  of  mines,  the  establishment  of  indus- 
tries, etc.,  but  they  forcet  tbat  in  a  coun- 
!rv  situated  a>!  British  f'olnnibia  is  with 
:hc  sounds  of  rfvenne  it  has  at  its  dis- 
posal, the  incre.qse  fif  population  menus 
.•i!-o  increnf-ed  dcmaml  for  road-;,  schools. 
adminiBtration  of  justice,  eoveinmeut  of- 
ticialfi,  and  other  expenditures  to  eat  np 
the  increased  revenues  and  leave  us  but 
little  better  off:  «hi!e  on  the  other  hand 
the  potential   sources  of  revenue  arising 


out  of  customs,  excise,  tisherie>i,  •tc.. 
iro  to  the  I»op'.iniou.  When  the  terms  of 
Confed'T.ition  were  beiuK  discussed,  H»ii. 
.F.  S.  Ilehncken,  a  colonial  statesman, 
i-ontend.'il  that  for  the  purposes  of 
P<'r  capita  subsidy  from  the  I»o- 
nunioii    the    population    f*hon!d  be    reck- 

( 1       at       three        tiiiif-        its        actual 

number.  The  s.-<|uel  jiroves  that  he 
was  riirht.  because  if  we  add  to  the 
fact  that  we  pay  three  time-  the  ordin- 
ary contribution  to  the  I>omlnion  per 
head  from  all  parts  of  Cannda  the  other 
fact  that  the  <ost  of  adnnnistrafion  is 
three  or  four  tut'S  L-reiter  per  ••apifa 
tii.in  in  other  provinces,  and  that  our 
freitrht  rates  on  goo, is  we  <-on«ume  are 
many  times  ^eiter  it  will  be  clear  that, 
we  are  entitled  on  our  pres-nt  popula- 
tion to  a  yearly  subsidy  of  more  than 
one  niiiliondolliirs.  That  i«  the  amount 
I  siiii^ested  in  discussinir  the  matter 
witli  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  Inst  year,  that 
we  should  receive  annually,  and  whetlirr 
this  povernuicut  ifi  su^taiued  or  not  I 
feel  absolutely  certain  the  time  will  soon 
come  when  our  rlaims  will  become  unani- 
mous on  the  part  of  the  pi^ople  of  the 
province. 

A    SKUIOI  S  fONSinKR  ATIO\ 

.V  leadintr  writer  in  the  provincial 
press  in  ilis'uissine  the  (fovernnient  mani- 
festo has  r.niarkcd  the  financial  situa-- 
tion  is  the  most  vital  is^ue  in  provini'ial 
politics  at  the  presiMit  time,  ami  1  most 
fully  auree  witli  hini:  but  a  careful  study 
of  the  S'tuation  will  couvitice  him  as 
well  as  others  that  vre  cannot  as  stated 
before  make  l.ri.  Ics  wiflnut  straw,  and 
that  unles*;  :i  full  measur>'_  of  jusMci-  is 
accorded  us  by  the  r>oniiniiin  govern- 
ment he  or  any  other  jrentlernan  as  Min- 
ister of  Finance  would  h<'  unabl.-  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  our  development. 
We  ask  no  favors  of  the  IVtminion  rot- 
ernnient,  we  -jcek  no  interrerence  on  the 
part  of  the  Feileral  authorities,  and  con- 
template no  surrendiT  of  our  provtncial 
ri;;hts.  We  ask  merely  for  justice  and 
such  r  fair  return  of  dur  revenues  under 
the  terms  .if  a  convention,  a«  will  enable 
Us  to  do  for  ourselves  what  we  are  oth- 
erwise unable  to  do — namely  to  meet  the 
reasonable  requirements  of  the  province 
in  the  way  of  administration  and  ile- 
velopmenf.  I  can  state  the  whole  case 
in  ttie  terms  of  my  letter  to  Sir  Wilfriil 
Laurier  in  effect  that  if  the  province  had 
control  of  all  the  revenues  contributed 
to  the  Dominion  and  Provincial  treasur- 
ies It  could  provide  for  all  the  public 
utilities  now  paid  for  by  both,  build  its 
own  railway^;,  and  do  everv'h  ritr  eNe 
.asked  tor  or  required  and  still  have  a 
yearly  surp'us  to  its  credit,  'rhos-e  aii- 
xlous  for  an  arciment  on  the  merits  of 
the  case  are  invited  to  take  that  state- 
ment seriously  into  'heir  consideration. 
JAMBS   DUNSMUIR. 
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Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Delegation 

to  Ottawa. 


iSiiu'..  1s7'_'.  iIm>  ic\  i-iiii''  1  Mill  liliiiii"!  li.v 
Hriti.^li  ('•i'.iiinl'i;i  lo  liic  I  iinniiiin]!,  ii|i  t'> 
July  1st,  r.MM,  Will  li:i\c'  .iiiiuiniliMl  i.., 
[■■iiiinlly.  ■  rj,(t!Nl,<NH),  Takiiitr  tin'  iivci- 
ai,'u  wT  111  |in)iiil;iti>ii  U<y  tlii.  thri'i'  (  (  n- 
siis  iHTio'l.-.  1^71  lo  ISM:  l^sl  t,,  iv.il; 
iiiiil  IS'.tl  t,,  I'.Htl.  :it  M.iHiii,  ;ii,,l  lb, It 
..I    nil   <';,n,hl;i    .it    l,r,iHi,iHMi   1mi-  Uh'  -.iiin' 

llCl'illlls  -    llMll      llll'     Ulmlr     of     till'     1MM1J)1(-     ,lt' 

llii'   latliT   i-'iiiliili'iti'(l   ill    till-  s.iiMi'   riitiii 
|M'r     rapila.      tlii'       !i'\  cli  ilr       uoiiM       lia\f 

iiiiioiiiii.Mi    to   $i.',:'.:'.:;.i'.Mi.iiiMi    instiM.l   or 
.'(i.s.s(;.:'.(;o,<HKi. 

Ill  ciilii-i-  woiil-  l-ri.'i  uT  llh-  i"ipn'at"ciii 
has  (  niitrjliiiiril  ali'iiit  l-L'O  •>(  ih(.  ri'v- 
cinii'  I'f  ( 'a  naila    in  '■'<<<  \  ra  i"-^. 

ConviT-.l  V,  if  ihi-  1  ont  I'ilmtinii  ..f 
Uritish  < '.iluniliia.  f.ir  that  |icriri.|.  Iim'I 
liiM-ii  nil  ilir  -nnic  Im"!--  a>  Ilic  rc-t  <>{ 
<  'aiia'hi.     It       uiiuM     have     aiiiniinl,  .1     to 

"iii.v  .firi.iCiT.i'tHi. 

TiiUin;;  the  iic>))iilali()ii  at  .".•J.'iO.txM)  aiiil 
llTi.tHUt,  ic-|irctiv('ly,  ihi-  jiiT  laiiita  ron- 
trihiilioii  (if  all  ("auaila  in  IS'.t'.t  aa« 
$H.'.C,  |>iT  head,  ami  that  "f  Hritish  Col- 
Hiiilpia   Sl'.'.i'm    jii-r  lit'a'l. 

H  tile  iTMMiuc  I'nim  Miilish  Colunil.ia 
hail  hcMii  oa  tlic  satin-  ratio  as  the  fost  iif 
Caiiaila,  it  whiM  ha-c  aiiKHiiiiiMl  to  only 
$1.1  It:, ■_'.">(».    iiisl.ail  of  .'?:'.,l!)4,S(tS. 

TaUiii;;  thf  i-iistdiiis  ami  I'Xrisc  aloiii', 
whicli  aiiioiiiiI'Ml  ill  ISD'.t  to  ,■<»,•; 4, ".t.'i.S,* KM) 
fnr  till.  Diiiniiiinii,  aii'l  $U.<;i!7.ri(lO  fur  tlio 
I'I■'l^■illl■l■,  on  the  same  liasis  nf  i>i>iiiihl- 
liiiii,  tliii  ]»■:■  ia;.i::i  miit  rilMitiDtis  arr> 
.«(!.<;.".  ,111,1  S-l.iiL'.  ilail  ilir  who!.'  pop- 
lilatloii  <ir  Caiiaila  com  rilmtcd  in  the 
.saiiii'  ratio  a--  Ilrili^li  ( 'oliiiiihia,  tlio  tax- 
ation lii-rivalilo  Ir.ini  inland  rcvuniie 
anil  cti^tonis  woiiM  havi>  hiMii  •'fllC,- 
i;r.tMM»<l,   in-toti'l   '>f  yiU.'.t.'i.s.tHH-l. 

<''onvfr>cl,\ .  if  liritish  ('"liiinhia  liail 
coiitriliiilrcl  in  the  >aiiii-  ratio  as  ilio 
rest  of  the  l>'">niiiiiioi.  tho  rcveuui^  from 
Jtriti-^h  ('olunit)ia  from  tln'so  sourcps 
wonhi  liavi'  hi'cn  only  SS.",!  ."JoO, 

III  ISUW,  mil-  I'roviiicial  rontrii>iitions 
to  the  Dominion  'I'lrasury,  from  all 
Sonne*-,    wore   .'?:!,'_'i>S,7S.S;   and  oar   share 


.if      all     .■\|>i'iidil  Ml  I-     liy     till'     I)iniiini"n 

was  s;i,:;;m.";im. 

If  the  wholi>  iif  Caiiadi  had  con- 
trihiitod    in    th.'    samo    ratio,   the   rcvcnin' 

•  if    Canada     I'm-    that     vf.ir     would     have 

•  "■I'll    $i:;i.7i;7.'«Hi,    inst.'ad    "f    $lf.,741.- 

N'lW  tiicii,  I'oniin::  to  ili(>  slatcmt'iitsi 
of  f'titriliiitions  to  the  I>'>niinioii  Treas- 
ury and  the  expniditiiri'  from  the  satiif 
in  Hritisli  ('<iliimlii;i.  the  ri'siilt  of  com- 
IMitation  covering  a  jicriod  of  thirty  years 
is    af    fallows:  — 

'I'ho  total  amount  cxiii'iidel  by  the 
I>"iiiinion  in  the  I'mvinn'  up  to  tst 
.liilv,  l'.>(>l~cstimntin::  tho  exponditiiro 
for  tin'  ]>r<'sriit  ye.ir  will  have  liccii 
sl:s,;h;.s,ii;ii  :  rh'-  total  cnntrihuted  l.y 
British  ('o'uinliia  to  tin'  Ilominioii  diir- 
itii.'  the  saini'  jM-riod  ^^'ill  have  been  $42,- 
17.''i.''i4!l;  leaviiiir  a  h.ilaiire  in  fnvor  of 
111"   I'roviii'  e  ,,r  over  .'ii:!,,")!*!!,!)*)!). 

'I'he  cxijenilit  iire>  'u  the  I*roviiu-e  in- 
'lii.h'  the  .•<7.-,ii.iHH(  paid  to  the  I'isiiuiinalt 
iV  Nanaiiii"  Hail  way  ('<)nii>any  a.s  a  puili- 
sidy,  and  all  the  other  lailway  subsidies; 
I  he  d'bl  ••{  the  I'l-ovil'ee  a-siliiied  by  the 
Dominion  in  1S7L'  and  inti're-.t  on  the 
f^aiiie.  and  iVi-rytliinir  else  directly  or 
indirectly  e'lniiected  «:lh  the  Province, 
which  has  lieen  Jiaid  for  by  the  Domin- 
ion. 

While  I  he  Province  has  a  clear  surplus 
"f  over  .■<i;i.."iiH>,iMHi  t,>  its  credit,  apart, 
of  ciiiir>e.  from  its  le).'itimato  .slinro  of 
the  cii.;t  of  government  of  <"anada 
as  a  wliide,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lia- 
bilities of  tho  Dominion,  which  were 
Si-JJ.iHMi.iHHi  in  1s7l'.  have  risen  to  $,■{,"><>,- 

•  MHl.tMXI  in  I'.MKI.  The  position  of  Hritisli 
( '.liiimb;:!.  therefore,  is,  that  it  hits  not 
only  J. Tactically  paid  its  own  way  and  re- 
couiK^d  the  Dominion  for  everythiu^  that 
it  lias  cost,  ilireeily  or  in.lirectly.  but. 
in  addition,  h.'is  become  liable  for  its 
shar,^  ot"  the  debt  tif  the  Dominion, 
whi'li.  on  a  per  capita  basis,  amounts  to 
.S9..j<il),(»(H). 


